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As gl anorous as before
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THE United States-led attack on Af ghanistan on Sunday and the Sept 11
terrorist attacks on New York and Washi ngton m ght have |l eft people
wonderi ng whet her the sixth Langkawi I nternational Maritinme and Aerospace
Exhi bition (Lima '01) will be as gl anorous and successful as the previous
five exhibitions.

But not the organisers.

Despite the last-mnute withdrawal s of showstealers |like the Red Arrows
and Thunderbirds aerobatic teans, and the United States' USS Paul Jones,
Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd, the organi ser of the aerospace exhibition, and HW
Li ma Sdn Bhd, the organiser of the naritine exhibition, said it will not
be "a scal ed-down or | ess exciting show

On the contrary, Le Proton Lima is confident that the show will go on
successfully and Lima ' 01 woul d set the benchmark for future shows.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad will open Lima '01 at the
Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre in Langkawi today and grace the
maritinme exhibition later in the afternoon at the Awana Porto Ml ai
Langkawi and Star Cruises Jetty.

Le Proton executive chai rman Datuk Radzi Manan said the run-up to this
year's exhi bition has been i npressive and better than the previous Lima in
1999.

He said 95 per cent of the exhibition space had been taken up by 300
exhi bi tors.

They i nclude exhibitors fromlndia, Russia, the US, the United Ki ngdom
| ndonesi a, South Africa, France, Ukraine, Sweden, the Netherlands and
Ger many.

Maj or conpani es taking part include India Defence Industries, European
Aeronauti c Defence & Space Co (Cernmany), Asian Conposite Manufacturing Sdn
Bhd (Mal aysia), Malaysia Airlines (Malaysia), G omov, JSC Irkutsk Aviation
I ndustrial Association, Russian Aircraft Corporation "M G' (all from
Russi a), BAe Systens (UK) and Boei ng (US)

The daily aerial shows at Lima "'01 will be staged by the Royal Ml aysian
Air Force F/A 18 Hornets and M G 29 Ful crumj ets.

Visitors would al so be treated to the breathtaking ability of the
Russi an- made SU-30MK of the Sukhoi Design Bureau.

Its pilot will not only show of f the unbelievabl e manoeuvrability of the
aircraft, but also denonstrate its in-flight refuelling capability.

"I't"lIl be an exciting show as all these aircraft and the daily aerial
displays will fill the vacuumleft by the Thunderbirds and Red Arrows,"
Radzi sai d.

Al so, 270 exhibitors and 35 ships, including Royal Ml aysian Navy
war ships, will take part in the six-day mariti me show.

HWLi ma executive chairman Vice Admiral (Rtd) Tan Sri Abdul Wahab Naw
said this was an i nprovenent over previous years. A total of 238 conpanies
took part in 1997 and 285 in 1999.

The decision to hold Lina ' 01 before the Dubai 2001 Internationa
Aerospace Exhibition in Novenber, and the Naval and Defence 2001
exhibition in Pusan on Cct 30 had rai sed eyebrows.

bservers believe that aircraft manufacturers, equi pnent nmakers and
aerospace experts will be strongly present at the exhibition in South
Korea in an effort to capture the Chinese market in view of the
anti ci pat ed noderni sati on of the Chinese arned forces.



Hence the decision to hold Linma ' 01 now had been questi oned.

Radzi said there was little the organi sers' could do but schedule this
year's edition this nmonth, as Decenber, being a fasting nonth, woul d be
unsui t abl e.

On withdrawal s, Radzi said, "Only three or four conpanies were forced to
do so at the last minute, and this has not affected the show nmuch."

He said that Lima is a trade show and success shoul d be neasured in
terns of the exhibitors' ability to strike business deals.
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