05/ 09/ 2001

As prom sed, Wng won't be defendi ng Li mhang seat

KUCHI NG Tues. - Sarawak's grand old man of politics Datuk Amar James Wng
KimHn is keeping his prom se that the 1996 State el ection was the | ast
time he woul d contest and defend the Li nbang seat.

The Sarawak National Party (SNAP) president is not on the Barisan
Nasi onal |ist of candidates for the Sept 27 State el ections.

wong, 79, who is Environnment and Public Utitlities Mnister, did not
nomi nate hinself in the list of seven SNAP candi dates submtted to the
State BN chairman and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud.

"I have announced SNAP's candidates and it is final," he said when asked
about the possibility of the list being reviewed at the el eventh hour

He said it was not likely to change but it all depends on Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

Announci ng the dissolution of the State Assenbly yesterday, Taib said he
had di scussed the list of candidates with Dr Mahathir during a neeting on
Aug 28 "and the PMis happy with the list".

The Li nbang seat, which has been Wng's political fort since 1956, wll
not actually see the | ast of Wng as SNAP has nominated his 48-year-old
son, Richard Whng Shoon Fook, to contest the seat in the coming el ection.

The younger Wng is SNAP' s seni or vice-president.

The other new face in SNAP's line-up is the party's secretary-general
Justine Jinggut, who will be replacing vice-president Genan Itamin the
Mel aun seat.

SNAP will be fielding its incunbent assenbl ynmen Peter Nansian (Tasik
Biru), Peter Nyarok Anak Entrie (Krian), WIIiam Mawan | kom ( Pakan),
Entrie Anak Muran (Marudi) and Dr Judson Sakai Tagal (Ba Kel al an).

It was at the Sept 7-8, 1996 State election that the SNAP presi dent
announced that it would be his |ast before retiring. He won the seat
uncont est ed.

Wng was first elected to the Council Negeri (as the State Assenbly was
than known) in 1956 during the colonial rule. He won the seat in the
State's first direct election in 1969 and went on to retain it until the
| ast el ection.

Wng was al so Sarawak's first Deputy Chief Mnister.
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