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Asean- Bol ki ah (Terrorism
ASEAN AGREES TO WORK ON REGQ ONAL CONVENTI ON OR AGREEMENT ON TERRORI SM

By: David Chelliah

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 5 (Bernamm) -- Asean | eaders today agreed to
work on the proposal on regional operational convention or agreement to
conbat terrorism including its definition and root causes.

Chai rman of the Seventh Asean Leader's Summit Sul tan Hassanal Bol ki ah
of Brunei said terrorismshould be conbated in a conprehensive manner
i ncorporating nmultilateral sem nars on energency response to terrori st
threats and | ooking into bilateral |egal assistance agreenent to enhance
cooper at i on.

In the chairman's statenent at the end of the first day of the sunmt
here, he said the Asean | eaders had instructed the Special Asean
M nisterial Meeting on Transnational Crime in Kuala Lunpur next April to
study these proposals.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had nmade a strong stand
at the sunmt here on Malaysia's consistent policy for an internationa
conference on terrorismand to find out the root causes of terrorism

Sul t an Hassanal Bol ki ah al so reiterated Asean's condemati on of the
terrorist attacks on the United States on Sept 11 and expressed concern for
the wel fare of innocent people as a result of US air strikes on
Af ghani st an

He said Asean was conmitted to countering, preventing and suppressing
all terrorist acts in accordance with the United Nations Charter

On the Declaration on H V/ AIDS and the adopti on of the second phase of
Asean Work Programme on H V/ AIDS, he said it was Asean's new political wll
and support for national, regional and international efforts.

He said Asean al so agreed to invite Japan, China and South Korea,
Asean's di al ogue partners, and other international agencies to support the
wor k progr anme.

Asean must | obby for issues of comon concern such as access to cheaper
drugs for the mllions of people who could not afford such treatnent, he
added.

About 1.7 mllion people in the Asean countries are infected with H V.

Asean consi sts of Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Manmar
t he Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam
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