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ASEAN ANTI - TERRORI SM MEETI NG PROPCSED | N MALAYSI A

SINGAPORE, Cct 11 (Bernama) -- A special Asean ministerial neeting to
conbat terrorismhas been proposed in Ml aysia next April, said Ml aysian
Deputy Home Affairs M nister Datuk Chor Chee Heung.

The proposal was di scussed by Asean senior security officials before
the third Asean Mnisterial Meeting on Transnational Crine which began here
t oday.

"Barring any unforseen circunstances, we will host the neeting sonetine
in April," said Chor who is representing Ml aysia at the transnati onal
crime conference.

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an reporters, Chor said an expert G oup neeting on
terrorismwas al so planned in Jakarta in January.

Addressing the one-day mnisterial nmeeting here, taking place a nonth
after the Sept 11 terror attacks in the United States, Chor said Ml aysia
condemmed any formof terrorism adding that "terrorismfor whatever reason
and notive is unacceptable.”

He al so repeated a suggestion by Ml aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamaed for an international conference on terrorismto be held
as soon as possi bl e under the auspices of the United Nations.

Chor said Malaysia was ready to cooperate with other countries in the
fight against the crinme and uphold international |aw and order.

"Mal aysia is ready to join efforts with its regional neighbours in this
conbat. Nonet hel ess, Malaysia would Iike to reiterate that it does not
support the waging of war on any country just suspected of harbouring
terrorists as innocent lives will be clainmed along the war path," he said.

Chor said in light of the new nodus operandi of transnational crinmne,
there was an i nmedi ate need for governments to cooperate to be nore
effective in curbing and countering terrorist activities which affect the
econorny, security and stability of countries.

He said as terrorist groups were nobile, Milaysia, |ike any other
country, may be used as a conduit for terrorist activities.

"For exanple, in 1972, the Al -Fatah G oup was believed to have used
Mal aysia to send letter bonbs to United States and Europe. And in 1995,

Mal aysi a played its part in the detection and apprehension of Wali Anmin
Khan Shah, a wanted Afghan war veteran, who was a bonb expert," he said.

Qutlining Mal aysia's canpai gn against terrorism Chor said Ml aysia had
enbarked on a series of stringent nmeasures and used the Internal Security
Act agai nst agai nst individuals believed linked to terrorist groups.

Mal aysi a had nobilised cl ose surveillance and intelligence in
nmoni toring the situation.

On the international front, Ml aysia had ratified three international
conventions relating to terrorismand civil aviation and al so enacted
donmestic legislation to give effect to themin the formof the Aviation
O fences Act 1984.

The three international conventions are the 1963 Tokyo Convention on
O fences and Certain Ot her Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, the 1970 Hague
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Cvil
Avi ation and the 1971 Montreal Convention for the Suppression of Unlawf ul
Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation.

The transnational crime mnisterial neeting was opened by Singapore's
Deputy Prine Mnister Lee Hsien Loong who called on Asean countries to
support global anti-terrorismefforts and work nore closely by exchangi ng



i nformati on and intelligence.

He al so said Asean nust cooperate with the international community to
tackl e money | aundering in the fight against terrorism
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