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ASEAN TO NEGOTI ATE W TH DRUG COVPANI ES

By: David Chelliah

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 5 (Bernamm) -- Asean nenber countries wll
study the feasibility of negotiating with drug conpanies to obtain
af fordabl e prices for drugs essential for inproving the quality of life for
people living with H V/ Aids, Asean secretary-general Rodolfo C. Severino Jr
sai d today.

He said that this would involve several stages including exploring
opportunities for cooperation and revi ew experiences of other countries in
negoti ating for bul k purchases and differential pricing.

"This could ultimately | ead to di scussions between the Asean Task Force
on Aids and rel evant pharnaceuti cal conpani es regardi ng nore bul k
purchasi ng at the regional |evel," he said.

A special session on H V/ Aids at the Seventh Asean Leaders' Summit here
adopted a declaration on H V/ Aids and a second four-year Asean Wrk
Programme to tackle H 'V/ Aids in the nenber countries.

Severino said the Asean Wrk Programe was extended to all sectors, not
just health, because Aids does not just kill people but it erodes
productivity, depletes workforce, discourages investnent, underm nes |iving
st andards and weakens governments and conmuniti es.

Meanwhi | e, Aids activists appl auded the declaration by Asean to act
jointly to inprove access to affordable drugs for people living with Aids.

Mal aysi an Ai ds Council president Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir said both
t he decl arati on and work programe already had a significant inmpact in that
for the first tine Asean | eaders had sat together with NGOs to address the
i ssue.

She said in a statenent here that if all 10 Asean nenber countries
could conme together on the issue of drug prices, they would be nmuch nore
effective.

"The drug conpanies will have to take notice of about 500 million
people in the Asean countries," she said.

I ndonesi an Ai ds activist Yacintha Desenbriartista said nost nedicines
that positive people need to allowthemto remain active were expensive and
out side the capacity of the average person to be able to buy them

"What this nmeans is that it not only shortens the |ifespan of soneone
with Aids, but it can also undernmine that person's ability to continue
wor ki ng and mai ntain their independence. Once that happens, they becone a
burden on their famlies and on comunities,"” she said.

About 1.7 mllion people infected with HHV Aids are living in the 10

Asean countries -- Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Mannmar
t he Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam
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