08 MAY 2001
Labour - Meet i ng
ASEAN LABOUR SUBCOWM TTEE MEETI NG BEQ NS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 8 (Bernama) -- The eighth neeting of the Asean
Subcommi ttee on Labour Affairs began here today ahead of the 15th Asean
Labour M nisters Meeting (ALMM on Thursday.

The subconmittee neeting is attended by the 10-nmenber Asean states to
set an agenda for the mnisterial forumto be opened by Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"Today's neeting will set an agenda for tonorrow (the Senior Labour
Oficials nmeeting) and Thursday (ALMM and al so the Asean plus three
m ni sterial neeting (Asean plus China, South Korea and Japan) on Friday,"
said Human Resources Mnistry Secretary General Datuk Syed Muhanmad Syed
Abdul Kadir.

He said the subcomittee nmeeting would eval uate progress nade on
projects since the |last Asean Labour Mnisters nmet in Manila a year ago.

"We are | ooking at a progress report on the projects we have undertaken
over the |ast year and are al so discussing suggestions nmade by the Asean
secretariat for devel opnment of human resources in the region,” he told
reporters at the sidelines of today's neeting.

He said the subcomittee neeting would al so di scuss the stand of the
I nternational Labour Organisation (1LO on forced | abour in Myanmar so that
Asean coul d nake a conmon stand on the matter.

The ILOwW Il neet in Geneva next nonth to further discuss the issue and
this is one of the reasons the Asean pact is pushing for a collective stand
on the probleminvol ving Myanmar.

Asean includes Ml aysia, Thailand, Vietnam Canbodia, Myannar,

Si ngapore, Indonesia, the Philippines, Laos and Brunei.

Asked if there would be any specific econonm c issues to be brought up
at the neeting, Syed Mihanad said although there were none, all issues
pertaining to | abour arising fromthe gl obal econom c woes woul d be
di scussed.

The objectives of the ALMMthis tine around are to address issues of
common interest in the | abour field that affects the Asean region and to
initiate projects that could result in enhanci ng human resources
capabilities and create enpl oynent opportunities.

Al the Asean 10-nmenber states will be represented by their respective
Labour or Human Resources Mnisters while the three invited nations will be
represented by their Vice Labour M nisters.

This is the third occasion Ml aysia is playing host to the ALMM It
hosted the third ALMMin 1980 and eighth ALMMin 1990.

This 15th ALMMw Il be attended by sone 50 del egates from nenber states
and the three invited countries.

On the Asean plus three neeting, Syed Mihamad said the three countries
were interested to have a common approach in the devel opment of human
resources and find solutions to these probl ens through technical assistance
and sharing of expertise.

"It is nost likely that the neeting (Asean plus three) will forrmulate a
framework for future cooperation between Asean and them" he said, adding
t hat al t hough Sout h Korea had not confirned participation they had shown
keen interest in taking part in the neeting.

Al Asean ministers attending the neeting have al so been invited to
attend the Labour Day gathering schedul ed for Saturday here.
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