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Asean ministers to map out strategies to mtigate inpact of US sl owdown

Ham sah Ham d

THE Associ ati on of Sout h- East Asian Nations (Asean) |abour mnisters wll
fornmul ate strategies to mtigate the inpact of the US econom ¢ sl owdown on
workers in the regi on when they nmeet in Kuala Lunpur next week.

This is one of the topics to be deliberated on at the 15th Asean Labour
M ni sters Meeting (ALMM, which starts on Tuesday.

Mal aysia will raise several issues concerning the US sl owdown and its
i npact on the Asean countries, the secretariat of the 15th ALMMsaid in a
st at ement .

"This is our pro-active nove... to think of a strategy and
countervailing nmeasures that could mtigate the i npact (of the US
sl omdown) ," the secretariat said in response to a Business Tines' query.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is scheduled to officiate
at the opening of the neeting, where about 50 del egates | ed by respective
Asean | abour ministers are expected to participate.

The mnisterial neeting on May 10 and 11 will be preceded by the Asean
Sub- Conmittee on Labour Affairs neeting on May 8 and Seni or Labour
Oficials Meeting on May 9.

This year's neeting is significant because for the first tinme, there
will be participation fromthree Asean di apartners - Japan, South Korea
and China - in the ALMV

Asean groups Brunei, Myanmar, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Si ngapore, Thail and, Vietnamand Canbodi a.

Wth a conbi ned popul ati on of over 510 nillion people and gross domestic
product of US$820 billion (US$1 = RM3.80), Asean is the world's fourth
| argest market after the US, the European Union and Japan. Collectively,
the region is the third | argest overseas market for US exports.

During the neeting, Malaysia is expected to share with its Asean
counterparts nmeasures taken by the Governnent to alleviate the inpact of
the US sl owdown.

The softening of the world' s second bi ggest econony and t he downward
cycle of the gl obal electronics market had caused thousands of workers,

i ncl udi ng Mal aysi ans, to | ose their jobs when conpanies all over the world
downsi ze, relocate or cease operations.

Some 15, 000 wor kers have been laid off in Ml aysia by the multinationals
and | ocal conpani es between October 2000 and March this year. About 80 per
cent of these workers were fromthe el ectronic and electrical sector.

Bei ng under a full enploynment situation (below 4 per cent) w th abundant
j ob vacanci es, Ml aysia has taken steps to hold job fairs at various
states to match retrenched workers, job-seekers and enpl oyers who are in
need of workers.

The Human Resources M nistry has al so set up a special task force to
moni tor retrenchnments follow ng the cl osure of conpanies affected by the
US sl owdown and devi se an action plan to contain the situation.

The 15th ALMM the third hosted by Kuala Lunpur, will also deliberate on
i ssues of comon interest in |abour areas affecting the Asean region and
initiate projects to enhance human resource capabilities and generate job
opportunities.

It will also reach a common stand on issues to be discussed at the
I nternational Labour Organisation (I1LO Conference in Geneva next nonth
such as the revision of supervisory nmechanismin the ILO, the |ILO bi ennium
budget (2002-2003) and the new instrunment to be adopted by the



I nternati onal Labour Conference (I1LC) on "Cccupational Safety and Health
in Agriculture".

The neeting will discuss followup actions on the decisions of the 14th
ALMMin Manila | ast year, especially on the on-going projects on hunman
resource and job creation.

The projects include Asean Cccupational Safety and Heal th Network, Asean
Regi onal Project on Informal Sector Devel opnent, Asean Regi onal Project on
Human Resour ces Devel opnent Pl anni ng, Asean Progranmme on | ndustri al
Rel ati ons and Asean Skills Conpetition.

The Asean +3 Mnisterial Forum nmeanwhile, will focus on efforts to
identify areas of technical cooperation in operationalising Asean
pr oj ect s.

"This forum may possibly discuss the devel opnents in Myanmar in response
to the resolution adopted by the ILCin 2000, to address the issue of
forced | abour in the country,"” the statenment said.

A joint communique is expected to be issued at the end of the four-day
neet i ng.

Subsequently, the | abour ninisters have been invited to attend the
Workers Day Rally on May 12, which will see the participation of sone
10, 000 people. It is an annual tripartite gathering in Ml aysia, involving
the Governnment, workers and enployers, held in conjunction with the
Wor kers Day.

The ALMM was i naugurated in Jakarta, Indonesia in 1975. It was initially
hel d once in every two years, but has been changed to an annual event
during the 12th ALMMin Hanoi, Vietnam
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