10 JAN 2001
ASEAN LADI ES I N WASHI NGTON TO LEND A HELPI NG HAND

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- An Asean Wnen's Circle (AW will soon
be registered i n Washi ngton as an association to benefit the people of
Asean, its vice-president Datin Faridah Ghazzali said Tuesday.

Speaki ng at a |luncheon here, Faridah, wi fe of the Ml aysian Anbassador
to the United States Datuk Ghazzali Shei kh Kadir, said the Washington
chapter of the AWC woul d, anong other things, raise funds to help the Iess
fortunate wonmen in the rural areas of Asean.

The fund would aid wonen and their famlies in Asean nenber countries
struck by natural disaster such as earthquakes and floods as well as assi st
the wonen in small businesses.

The AWC is the brainchild of Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali,
wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad. There are several
AWC s run mainly by wives of diplomts representing the 10 Asean- nenber
countri es.

The [ uncheon held at the Brunei Enbassy here was the AWC' s first
fund-raising effort to be followed by a big Asean bazaar featuring food and
handi crafts later this year.

Fari dah said the AWC in Mal aysi a, anong others, had raised funds to
donat e manmogr aphy machi nes, that detect breast cancer, to wonen in rural
ar eas.
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