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SHANGHAI, Oct 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
Asia has a much better chance of evolving a nore productive form of
globalisation if it can unite and set the exanple of a productive, caring
and conpassi onat e gl obal i sation.

"We nust work hard to establish an Asian Monetary System W nust work
towards a stable Asian currency,” the prime mnister said when addressing
the Apec CEO Summit 2001 at the Pudong Shangri-La here.

In his keynote address entitled "d obalisation Wth Comon
Devel opnent”, Dr Mahathir said Asian countries nust cast off the
traditional m ndfrane of "beggar thy neighbour” and put securely inits
pl ace the ethic of "prosper thy nei ghbour”

"I'f our friends el sewhere are not willing to help, they should not seek
to hinder. If they cannot be part of the solution, they should get out of
the way and not be part of the problem” he told nore than 500 chi ef
executive officers of world-renowned conpanies fromthe 21 Asia Pacific
Econonmi ¢ Cooperation (Apec) forum nenber economi es.

Dr Mahathir is anmong ei ght Apec |eaders attending the Ninth Apec
Leaders Meeting who were invited to speak at the three-day CEO sunmit.

The others are Chinese President Jiang Zem n, US President George W
Bush, Russian President Vliadimr Putin, Mexican President Vicente Fox, New
Zeal and Prime Mnister Helen Cark, Australian Prine Mnister John Howard
and the Chief Executive of Hong Kong, Tung Chee Hwa.

Dr Mahathir said the progress that Asia needed in the years ahead coul d
only cone fromnational action and individual initiative.

"We did not fight to be free in order to learn to +kowowt. W have a
right, indeed we have a duty, to work for the benefit of our people and our
future. W nust wel cone advice, we nust not tolerate dictation

"We nmust seek truth fromfacts. W nust do what works and abandon what
no | onger does," he added.

He al so said that Asian countries must be prepared to "quickly say yes
to certain forns of globalisation. And we nust be prepared to say, no, no
and no when we nmust no, no and no, guided always by the dictates of
pragmati sm "

Dr Mahathir said east Asia had benefited a great deal from sonme aspects
of globalisation and al so suffered a great deal from sone aspects of
gl obalisation, as it was pronoted, practised and pressed upon today.

"We nust each work hard to i nprove the equation of costs and benefits,"
he said, adding that education and know edge were essential for
conpetitiveness in a globalising world.

"We nust nake sure that we nmake the necessary investment in the nost
i nportant resource of our nations, that is our people.”

And in the final analysis, Dr Mahathir said, Asian countries must nake
sure their people understood that the hel ping hand that every human bei ng
needed was the one at the end of his own right arm because God hel ped those
who hel ped t hensel ves.

"This was so before the age of globalisation. It is so today. It wll
al ways be so in the days ahead,” Dr Mahathir said.
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