29 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - Kaamat an
AVO D BEI NG NARROW M NDED, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- The peopl e should avoid being
narrowmnded in order to create a country that is united, creative,

i nnovati ve and visionary, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad.

He said a prejudiced ot would only led to the destruction of the
country's aspirations.

"The people nust, instead, nurture harnony and unity," he said in a
nmessage to the people in Sabah to mark the start of the Kaamatan (harvest)
festival tonorrow.

"Respect for each other and cooperation in every endeavour wll ensure
a nmeani ngful |ife and progress.™

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia, with its plural society, nust have peace and
harmony for devel opnent goals to be achieved.

"If there is instability or ethnic conflict, efforts to devel op the
country will fail, much to the detrinment of the people thenselves," he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister said festivals of the various races in the country
are made public holidays to nmake the cel ebrations nore neaningful and to
enabl e other races to celebrate it too.

"Wthout a doubt, the various races in the country are able to practise
their faith and culture unhindered. In fact, some religious or cultura
cel ebrations have been accepted as official events by the Federal or state
governnment although it may only concern a minority group,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment wi shed to see the various races in the
country live in peace and harnony.

"We should be proud of the close ties established anong the people. W
have been very successful in pronoting unity in a plural society,” he said.

The Kaamatan festival is celebrated by the Kadazandusun and Murut
comunities in Sabah.

Dr Mahathir said the festival, acknow edged as an official event in the

state by the governnent, is celebrated over two days -- May 30 and 31 --
every year.

The festival is celebrated for a nmonth by |locals in Sabah
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