01/ 08/ 2001
Awang to |l ead teamfor Argentina chall enge

Radzi Sapi ee

FI FTEEN | ocal endurance riders will conpete in Argentina this weekend to
prepare for future FEI (world equestrian body) circuits while pronoting
the sport and co-operation between the two countries.

Ri di ng under the Ml aysi an Endurance Ri ding Soci ety (MERS) banner, the
riders will use their own pocket noney to participate in the inaugural
Mal aysi a- Argentina Friendly Endurance Race, an annual event offering the
Mal aysi a- Argenti na Chal | enge Tr ophy.

MERS vi ce- presi dent Datuk Awang Kamar uddi n Abdul Ghani said the riders
woul d participate in a series of endurance races, culnmnating in a main
race of between 100 to 120km equivalent to an FEI Category B neet.

"This is to allow the | ess experienced riders to start with snaller
di stances of 40 and 60km whil e those who had done 105km races such as
those held in Sabah and in Peninsular, in preparation for the sport's
debut at the Kuala Lunpur Sea Ganes, will conpete in the main race," he
said in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Awang Kamaruddin, who is a regular on the international circuit, having
won sone FEI Category A neets for races above 130km added the neet is
al so to groomother Mal aysian riders for international events.

"So far, only Dr Nk Isahak Wan Abdullah and |I (both will represent
Mal aysia in the Ganes) have participated in FEI neets. The Mal aysi a-
Argentina race will give others the chance to feel conpetition at higher
| evel and get themto conpete on the world stage," said Awang Kanaruddi n

Actual ly, three other Ml aysi ans have al so participated in a FEI neet
when they were invited by the United Arab Enirates for the 1998 Wrl d
Chanpi onship in Dubai. But since then, they have been confined to | oca
conmpetitions of at nobst 80km

However, Awang Kamaruddi n was astute enough to find the financi al
resources to continue conpeting on the world stage to make the world's
list of top 15 endurance rider last year and he said July's ranking puts
himas the sixth best rider in the world.

The riders' list actually included two Singaporeans who are regul ars on
the Mal aysian circuit and Awang Kamaruddi n sai d the nunber m ght increase
to nore than 20 local riders as a Malaysian Airline pilot and the crew for
their flight to Buenos Aires wanted to conpete, too.

Awang Kamaruddin said the riders were willing to pay their own way for
t he week-1ong stint.

Then again, the overall cost is only around RVb, 000 per person as the
airline offered thema discount while a Mal aysi an who owns a ranch there
have of fered food and accommodat i on.

"W al so don't have to worry about getting horses as the Arab Horse
Soci ety of Argentina, who invited us, have offered to | ease their horses
for free," he said.

MERS patron Tan Sri Azman Hashi msaid the neet woul d pronote South- South
ties and strengthen the relationship between the two countries paved by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.
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