16 NOv 2001
Mahat hi r- Terrori sm (Di al ogue)
M SI ANS MJUST DEFEND COUNTRY AGAI NST TERRORI SM SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d Mal aysi ans are duty-bound to defend the country
agai nst any act of terror and reject terrorismas a nmeans of struggle as
there is no justification for anyone or group to create public fear

"There is no justification in the act of terrorismalthough it was said
to fight for noble cause,” Dr Mahathir said at a dialogue with participants
after opening a conference on terrorismat the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
here.

To a question from Mal aysi an Open University chief executive Tan Sri Dr
Abdul | ah Sanusi Ahmad, the prime mnister cited acts of terror comtted by
the KMM mlitant group and Al - Maunah which created fear anong the people.

"They conducted the act of terror by killing people and taking the | aw
into their own hands.

"W (the governnment) had to act in anticipation. Knowing their
intention we have to act agai nst them because finding proof to the crine
that has yet to be committed is very difficult,” he said.

Describing terrorists as m sgui ded people, he said:"They go to
Af ghani stan to | earn about how to nake bombs and kill people. What is the
justification for that in Malaysia...?"

Dr Mahathir said there was no cause to commit acts of terror in
Mal aysi a as the governnment could be thrown out through the ballot box.

He said those resorting to terrorismto topple the governnent or
realise their plans were "either naive or plain stupid" or those who felt
that they could not win in a fair election and as such, inpose their rule
t hrough acts of viol ence.

There had al so been a ot of misinterpretations about Islam by people
wanting to rise to power, he said.

Asked whet her resistance novenents could be considered as perpetrating
terrorism Dr Mahathir said in some cases violence was justified if the
state oppressed the peopl e.

Since there was no way for the people to revoke the oppression they
m ght have to resort to violence, he said.

"But we nmust have sonme limtation to what kind of violence is used. If
you tied a bonb to your body and go into a supermarket and expl ode
yoursel f, killing innocent people then it is an act of terror

"Even if you are doing in order to overthrow a very oppressive
government, we cannot accept that. If you hijack an aircraft and put people
in great danger and to violent death as happened on Sept 11, that is an act
of terror.

"You may be fighting for Pal estine, you may be fighting for which ever
country but it is not acceptable. If you do that you nmust be outl awed by
t he whol e world...we cannot accept such act," Dr Mhathir said.

Dr Mahathir said all nations must cooperate to fight terrorismand |i st
out acts of terror which would justify condemation of these people as
terrorists not only by the victins' country but by the whole world.

On the so-called war against terror in Afghanistan, Dr Mahathir said
that despite assertions that the war against the terrorists was not a war
against Islam it was undeniable that only Mislimterrorists were being
target ed now.

"We hate to say it, but it is beginning to | ook nore and nore |like a
war agai nst Muslins," Dr Mhathir said.



He said attacki ng Af ghani stan was not going to result in the killing or
capture of terrorists.

"W ping out the Afghans, reducing their country to dust will not w pe
out the terrorists. Sone may be killed but nmany others |iving outside
Af ghani stan or who have slipped out of Afghanistan woul d escape unscat hed.

"They are not likely to be deterred by the killing of the Afghans or
the destruction of the country," he added.
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