20 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Bosni a
M SI A TO CONTI NUE HELPI NG BOSNI A AND HERZEGOVI NA, SAYS NMAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, March 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad said Malaysia will continue to assist in the reconstruction of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na foll owi ng the Bal kan war in the 1990s.

He conveyed this during talks with visiting Bosnian President Dr Halid
Genjac at his office here today, according to Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk
Dr Leo M chael Toyad.

Briefing Bernama after the neeting, Toyad said Dr Mahathir indicated
that Mal aysia would step up technical cooperation with Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, including training Bosnians through various technical
pr ogr ames.

Toyad said both | eaders al so di scussed ways to strengthen bil ateral
econom ¢ and trade ties, anmong ot her things.

"Now, we have Mal aysi an comnpani es going there to find opportunities for
joint investnent with Bosnian conpanies,"” Toyad said.

Toyad said Bosnia was keen in strengthening ties with Ml aysi a because
of Dr Mahathir's firm support especially for the Bal kan state's rebuil di ng
and reconstruction efforts in the aftermath of the war.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Genjac |later w tnessed the signing of a US$20
mllion (RW6 mllion) |oan agreenent between Bank I|slam (Labuan) Ltd
(BI'LL) and Bosmal D.O O (Bosmal) for |and acquisition and construction of
a multi-storey conmercial -cumresidential conmplex in Sarajevo.

Bosmal D.O.O is a joint venture between investors of the two
countri es.

Bl LL, a subsidiary of Bank |Islam Ml aysia Berhad (BIMB), operates from
t he Labuan International O fshore Financial Centre.

Bl LL's chai rman Dat uk Ahmad Taj udi n Abdul Rahman and chi ef executive
of ficer Raja Zainal Al am Shah Raja Abdull ah Orar signed on behalf of the
bank whil e Hassan Janmal udin and N jaz Sabanovic inked the docunent for
Bosnal .

Dr Genjac, who arrived here yesterday for a four-day private visit, is
scheduled to visit the Miultimedi a Devel opment Corporation (MDC) in
Cyberjaya, the Petronas Twin Towers -- the world's tallest building in the
heart of Kuala Lumpur -- and the National Institute of Public
Admi ni stration (Intan).

He is al so scheduled to visit the historic city of Ml aka south of
Kual a Lunpur tonorrow.
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