27/ 08/ 2001

Backi ng for proposal on nmultilingual conputing initiatives

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today he was receptive to the idea of setting up nultilingual conputing
initiatives (M.Cl) to devel op conputing for mgjor |anguages in the
country.

He said there ought to be a steering committee to |l ook into the
devel opnent of | anguage-based conmputing for Bahasa Ml aysi a, Engli sh,

Chi nese and Tam | .

"The current information conmuni cations technol ogy devel opnent suggests
t hat Mal aysia shoul d extend the mastery of these | anguages in the |Internet
and for conmputing in general."

Dr Mahathir said this when opening the Fourth International Conference
on Tam | | anguage Internet at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

About 800 del egates are attending the three-day conference, organi sed by
the MC and International Forumfor Information Technology in Tam|.

Mal aysi a was hone to sone of the npbst wi dely spoken | anguages in the
worl d and had a conpetitive advantage in the econony.

Earlier, MC president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu proposed that the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnment Corporation, enbark on a schene to unearth ICT
talents within the Indian community.

"Such a nove could initiate bilateral working relationships with other
Tam | comunities around the worl d.

"Mal aysia is one of the world's | eading Tam | software producers and
through this schenme, we can discover nore tal ents, enphasising on Taml
sof tware. "

There are three world-class Tam | software produced by Ml aysi a.

"I estimate that nmore than one million people worldwi de are currently
usi ng Mal aysi an-made Tanmi | software and 75 million Tanmi|ls worl dw de know
Mal aysia for its Tam| software.”

The M C had | aunched a nati onwi de canpaign, Net-for-life, to instil
I nternet val ues anong Ml aysi ans.

He hoped the conference woul d hel p establish comunication links with
all school s, conpani es and vari ous sections of society.
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