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Movi e- VCD
BAN ON VCD OPEN SALE TI MELY, SAYS | NDI AN DI RECTOR

| POH, Aug 8 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia's decision to ban the sale of VCDs
and CDs in open places nationwide is a bold and dynam c nove that is
critical to the survival of the filmindustry in the world, an acclai ned
I ndi an director said today.

K. Bal achandar, one of the biggest names in the South Indian novie
i ndustry and anenber of the E-Village International Advisory Panel (EVIAP),
said this was one of the ways for the industry to continue to survive.

"The VCD piracy is killing our industry. | don't know whether we wll

survive if this continues...l nust congratul ate Mal aysia for taking this
very bold step," said the 72-year-old director who is here for a Tam | film
shoot i ng.

He said Mal aysia had started the ball rolling to curb VCD piracy as it
was the bane of the filmindustry, especially the Tam| and H ndi fil ns.

"I was very excited when | read in the newspapers about this. This is a
ni ce and noble thing," said Balachandar, the only Indian film
representative on the EVI AP which has 10 forei gn nenbers.

On Monday, Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassi n announced a bl anket ban on such sales, ainmed at curbing
por nogr aphy and piracy.

Bal achandar, who made his directorial debut in 1965, had directed filns
in Tam |, Telugu, Kannada and Hindi. He is here to shoot song sequences for
his 100th film Parthal e Paravasam

Tam | novies' |atest sensation R Mathavan and actress Sneha are the
| eadi ng charactors in the novie which was shot in Kuala Lunmpur, Putrajaya,
| poh, Batu Gaj ah, Taiping, Bukit Merah and Kual a Kangsar

On the E-Village or electronic village, Balachandar said it was a
scheme with lots of vision and the result could be seen five years and
added that devel opment of |ocal talent was one of the main consideration
for its success.

"Five years is only a hypothetical answer...you may get it earlier
because your are going to draw people fromall over the world to the
E-Village for education, higher studies, |ocal shootings,
co-production...in fact I had offered nyself for a |ocal production,” he
sai d.

Bal achandar said the production would be a Mal ay novie using | ocal and
Indian talents as well as technical experts fromliIndia and was in the fina
stage of scrip-witing.

He said he spoke to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during the EVI AP
meeting in April and was fascinated with the prinme mnister's vision for
the country and the filmindustry in particular

The E-Village consists of 486 hectares of |land on the outskirts of
Cyberjaya and will host a hi-tech community with state-of-the-art film
studi es, and broadcasting, post-production and animation facilities and an
academnmy to hone new tal ents.

Asked why he chose Mal aysia for his filmshooting, Bal achandar said the
country had progressed trenmendously and had a | ot of beautiful places and

scenery.
"It's a beautiful country, especially Perak, and nost af all, the

peopl e here are very friendly and we al so have a large Tanm | film

following...it's been ny intention all this while to have Ml aysia as part

of my 100th film" he added.



Bal achandar said that not only would he pronote Malaysia as a film
| ocation to his coll eagues but he would definitely come back for another
shoot in Perak.
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