01 NOvV 2001
Syed Hani d- Bahrain
BAHRAI N | NTERESTED TO ESTABLI SH CLOSE TI ES W TH ASEAN

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 1 (Bernamm) -- Bahrain is keen to use Malaysia as a
stepping stone to establish closer rapport with East Asia particularly the
Sout heast Asi an region.

Prinme M nister of Bahrain Shai kh Khalifa bin Sal man al -Khalifa, who is
here on a two-day visit, have in fact requested that his Ml aysian
counterpart, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, convey Mananma's desire to
forge close relations with Asean countries at the upcom ng sunmit of the
10- menber grouping in Brunei Darussal am

Briefing reporters on the hour-long neeting of the two heads of
government here today, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said:
"They hope, through Ml aysia, they can have relations with various
countries in East Asia and Sout heast Asia."

He said Bahrain and Mal aysia would also | ook into the possibility of
col laborating in the field of education, nedicine and air travel.

Ti es between Kual a Lunmpur and Manama were further enhanced with the
signing of two menoranduns of understanding (MOUs), one on the
est abl i shnent of a Malaysian Trade and Distribution Centre (MIDC) in
Bahrai n and the other on the devel opnent of Islam ¢ banking and fi nance.

The two MbUs were signed by Shai kh Khalifa and Dr Mhathir.

The national oil conpany, Petronas, signed two agreenments with the
government of Bahrain on oil exploration and production-sharing in respect
of two bl ocks |ocated on the eastern offshore area of Bahrain.

Petronas was represented by its chief executive officer and chairnman,
Tan Sri Hassan Marican, while Bahraini Gl Mnister Shaikh Isa Ali Khalifa
signed on behal f of the governnent of Bahrain.

Petronas has been awarded the tender based on its conpetitive proposal
submtted in June this year to the governnment of Bahrain.

Syed Ham d said through the MIDC, Ml aysia would be able to display its
products with the view of marketing themnot only in Bahrain but also in
other CGulf states.

He said Malaysia would |ike to see nore investnent involving business
people fromthe @ulf including Bahrain and nore tourists fromthere
visiting this country.

"They also would like us to ook at their country for joint ventures
and col [ aborations in various fields," he said.

The mi nister also disclosed that a Ml aysi an conpany was poi sed to be
of fered to manage a port in Bahrain.

As of August this year, bilateral trade stood at RV24.8 mllion and
was in Bahrain's favour.

To a question, Syed Hami d said Shai kh Khalifa and Dr Mahathir did
di scuss the Sept 11 terror attacks on New York and Washington in terns of
how t he event had changed t he way peopl e cooperate or do business.

After the talks at the Prine Mnister's Departnment, the Bahraini |eader
and his entourage were hosted to a |luncheon by Dr Mahathir at his official
resi dence, Seri Perdana.

Thi s norning, Shai kh Khalifa had an audi ence with the Deputy Yang
di - Pertuan Agong, the Sultan of Terengganu at the |Istana Terengganu in
Kual a Lunpur.
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