29 JAN 2001
Bahr ai n- St at enent
BAHRAI N WANTS TO LEARN FROM MALAYSI A' S SUCCESS- KHALI FA

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 29 (Bernama) -- Bahrain's Prinme Mnister Shai kh Khalifa
bin Salman Al -Khalifa said his country is keen to |learn and benefit from
t he successful Ml aysi an experi ence.

He sai d, "Mal aysi a has trenmendous achi evenents in various fields in such
a short time which has enabled it to reach an advanced | evel of devel opnent
and civilisation."

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad who has an out st andi ng
reputation and standing on the world stage is greatly respected by
Bahrain."

"His vision and international outlook can only result in a furthering
of the firm cooperation and rel ati ons anong devel opi ng countries,” he said
in a statenent issued at the start of his three-day official visit
begi nni ng today.

He sai d maintaining the nmonmentum of such a policy was vital as the new
m | | enni um unf ol ded.

Shai kh Khalifa, who is acconpani ed by a 55-nenber del egati on incl uding
four ministers, is in Malaysia at the invitation of Dr Mahathir who visited
Bahrain in 1997.

He said the visit provided an oppurtunity for himto neet Dr Mahathir
and exhange views on different regional and international issues of mutua
concern

"We al so hope that this visit will contribute to the pronotion and
enhancenent of the relations between the two countries and invigorate
cooperation in different fields for the benefit of both their friendly
peopl es, " he said.

He said his visit was to enabl e Manana and Kual a Lunpur to contribute
t oget her towards enhancing security, stability and internationa
cooper at i on.

Shai kh Khalifa al so conveyed greetings fromthe Amir of Bahrain Shai kh
Hamad bin Essa Al- Khalifa to Malaysia's | eadership and its people.

"In this context, it is our pleasure that during this visit the two
countries are to sign an agreenent establishing a joint high committee
whose efforts, we believe, will enable the two countries to achieve their
ai m of devel opi ng and invigorating their bilateral cooperation in different
fields to reflect the strong rel ati ons between them" he said.
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