30 JAN 2001

BAHRAI N PRI ME M NI STER MADE A TUN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30 (Bernama) -- Bahrain Prime Mnister Shai kh Khalifa
bin Sal man Al -Khalifa was today conferred the honorary award of Seri
Mahar aj a Mangku Negara (G and Commander of the Order of the Defender of the
Real m) .

Carrying the title "Tun", it the nation's top award and is normally
restricted to 25 people excluding foreign dignitaries who are honorary
recipients.

Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah personal ly
presented the award to Shai kh Khalifa when the Bahrain | eader called on him
at |stana Sel angor here.

Al so present at the cerenony were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Azm Khalid and Sel angor
Ment eri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo.

Shai kh Khal i fa, acconpani ed by a 55-nenber delegation, is on a
three-day visit to Malaysia at the invitation of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who visited Bahrain in 1997.
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