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KUANTAN, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said toni ght
that a bal ance in the econonic standing of the various races was inportant
in order for peace and harnony to prevail in the country.

He said if any of the races was |eft behind, those fromthe comunity
woul d be angry with the race which was nore progressive.

"In any society, there will be a feeling of aninpsity between poor and
rich," he said.

"Even in a country with a single ethnic group, poor people are al ways
agai nst rich people."

He was speaking at a dinner hosted by the Federation of Chinese
Associ ations, Malaysia. Hs wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k and his deputy Datuk LimAh Lek and associ ati on president Tan
Sri Chong Chin Shoong were present.

Dr Mahathir said if the poor were fromone race and the rich from
anot her, the feeling of hatred woul d becone worse

"So, it is inportant that since we cannot change the races, we have to
renove the antagoni smcaused by the difference in the econonm c well-being
of the diferent races."

He said race riots could be prevented if the econom c gap between t he
races was reduced.

Dr Mahathir said it would be nice if all the races could march together
to achi eve the objectives of Vision 2020.

"I do not wish to see one race reaching the status when another is stil
struggling. So, | really appreciate the co-operation denonstrated by the
Chi nese. "

He said it was inportant for everybody to be sensitive to other races.
Dr Mahathir said he was i npressed by the universal val ues of | ove,
conpassi on and under st andi ng pronoted by Confuci ous who was quoted earlier
by Chong in his speech.

"If we have | ove and understandi ng, we can |ive together peacefully
because we are aware of the other's probl ens.

"Thi nki ng about the problenms of others will develop in us the | ove and
synmpat hy for others who are not as fortunate as we."

He hoped the association woul d uphold this ideal

"If the Indians or the Malays were to al so subscribe to this, I am
confident Malaysia will remain peaceful and we can devel op the country
faster."

Dr Mahathir said peace and harnony was the nainstay of the country and
it shoul d be saf eguarded.

"Wt hout peace, businessnen and entrepreneurs, who are nostly Chinese,
cannot carry out their businesses profitably."
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