09/ 06/ 2001

Bal i ng Unmmo | eaders seek new chief's renova

BALING Fri. - Several Baling Umo branch | eaders, dissatisfied with the
expl anations offered by party | eaders on the appointnent of Datuk Raja
Ariffin Raja Sulainman as their division chief, are now seeking his
renoval

The group has signed a nenorandum denmandi ng that Article 15.7 of the
Umo constitution be upheld. The article states that in the event a
division chief is renoved, his deputy should replace him

In the case of the Baling division, fornmer division chief Zainol M Isa
was renoved fromthe post after he was found guilty of indulging in noney
politics.

The Umo suprene council then decided to appoint Raja Ariffin, who had
lost to Zainol in the April divisional elections, as the new division
chi ef .

This is the second nenorandumthe group is sending. The first, signed by
114 branch chairnen | ast nonth and addressed to party president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, had al so stated their opposition to Raja Ariffin.

In awitten statenent handed out to the Press today, the group said
they wanted Raja Ariffin to resign and that this would solve all problens
in the division.

Led by Kanpung Bok Bak branch chai rman Hashi m Jusoh, the branch chiefs
said the group woul d not accept Raja Ariffin's appointnent as it had
contravened Umo's constitution.

Speaking at a special neeting at a division conmittee nenber's house
here today, he said the division could not accept a | eader it had al ready
rejected in earlier divisional elections.

Hashi m al so sai d the group wanted the suprene council to explain why
they chose to follow el ection comn ssion regul ati ons rather than
provisions in the party constitution when they appointed Raja Ariffin.

"W want an expl anati on and we want a dialogue with the | eaders on this
matter,"” he said at the neeting attended by 60 branch chiefs and ni ne
conmi ttee menbers.

Hashi m al so deni ed that the group had taken the action in support of
former chief Zainol.

"Zai nol has been found guilty by the Umo disciplinary board and we
fully accept that decision

"We are not troubl emakers, dissenters or Zainol's men, we just want the
supreme council to honour the party constitution,” he said.

Hashi mal so said the matter could not be resolved by Zai nol as suggested
by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain.

He said it was a party problemand it should be settled by the party.

Problems in the division began after Raja Ariffin's appointment as
di vi si on chi ef, replacing Zainol.

Apart fromthe 114 branch chiefs' letter of protest to the party
president, nine office bearers of the Baling division were al so absent
fromits first neeting with Raja Ariffin.
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