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Thai | and- Mal aysi a
BANGKOK WELCOMES KL' S EFFORT FOR RECONCI LI ATI ON I N YANGON

KUALA LUMPUR, March 8 (Bernama) -- Thailand wel coned Malaysia's role in
hel ping to strengthen national reconciliation in Myanmar, visiting Thai
Foreign Mnister Dr Surakiart Sathirathai said today.

He said Thailand regarded the initiatives by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad and Tan Sri Razali Ismail, the United Nations' special
envoy to Myanmar, as a positive step towards enhancing the process.

Dr Mahathir visited Myanmar | ast January and held tal ks with Senior
Ceneral Than Shwe, the chairman of the ruling State Peace and Devel opnent
Council on bilateral, regional and international issues.

Speaking to reporters after holding talks with his Ml aysian
counterpart Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar at Wsma Putra here, Dr Surakiart
said Thailand was ready to assist in the process in any way it coul d.

Razali was picked to spearhead efforts for reconciliation in the
mlitary-run country following a UN general assenbly resolution in 1999
urgi ng Myanmar's governnent to stop human rights violation and take steps
to return the country to denocracy.

Dr Surakiart, who was on a one-day visit, earlier met Dr Mahathir at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent in Putrajaya.

On bilateral ties, Dr Surakiart described it as inportant because the
two countries are inmedi ate nei ghbours.

He al so said Thailand adhered to the principle of non-intervention
under the Asean franework.

Asked if ousted Philippine president Joseph Estrada had applied for
political asylumin Thailand, Dr Surakiart said: "If there is any request,
it wll be a suprise for ne.

"I was inforned that the Philippine governnment does not |ike the fornmer
president to | eave the country," he said.

On talks with Syed Hami d, he said they di scussed various issues and
stressed the need for increased cooperation between Asean and East Asian
countri es.

Asean groups Brunei, Canbodia, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Manmar, the
Phi i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam
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