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BAR COUNCI L: NO NEED TO ENACT NEW LAW TO PROTECT EYEW TNESSES

KUALA LUMPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- The Bar Council said today it is
not necessary to enact a new |law to protect eyewitnesses to crinmes as there
were already statutory protection afforded to w tnesses.

Its President Mah Weng Kwai said Section 5 of the Abduction and
Crimnal Intimdation of Wtnesses Act 1947 (Revised 1977) had al ready
provide the protection for eyew tnesses to crine.

The Act provides that whoever conmts crimnal intimdation with intent
to i npede the course of justice or so that the course of justice is thereby
i npeded shall be punished with inprisonnent which may be extended to 10
years and shall also be liable to a fine, he said in a statenent.

Mah was conmenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
statenment yesterday that the governnent was considering drafting a law to
protect eyew tnesses to crimes.

Dr Mahathir said the protection was necessary as there had been cases
where inportant eyewi tnesses were threated with dire consequences if they
testified in court.

Mah said protection to witnesses al so afforded under Section 506 of the
Penal Code where anyone found guilty of crimnal intimdation shall be
puni shed with inprisonment for a termwhich may be extended to two years or
with fine or both.

As such, the remedy to this problemlies not with further |egislation
but with the police authorities carrying out their investigations properly
and ensuring that those responsible are prosecuted in court, he added.

Meanwhi | e, DAP Deputy Chairnman Karpal Singh wel coned the nove, saying
that the introduction of the witnesses protection Act is "a nove in the
right direction”.

He said the Act should al so enconpass protection of all wtnesses and
not eyew tnesses al one.

Wt nesses should al so be provided protection to ensure the evidence
they gave in court was given without fear or favour fromany quarters, he
added.
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