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Bari san parties need to adopt joint approach in wooing the people

Ram an Sai d

BARI SAN Nasi onal held its national convention on Saturday after a | apse of
six years, drawi ng nore than 3,000 del egates fromall over the country to
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Critics may viewthis as a "too little too late" and that the coalition
is now hitting the panic button after its poor performance in the 1999
general el ection.

But, this is probably far fromthe truth judging fromthe upbeat nood
and confidence di spl ayed by party | eaders debating BN chairman and Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s keynot e address.

The significance of the gathering taking place at the Merdeka Hal |l of
PWIC, Umo's annual general assenbly hone turf, also did not escape the
attention of observers.

Sai d one: "BN hopes to ride on the strong spirit of unity and
consol i dati on denonstrated by Umo, the coalition's backbone, at its
annual assenbly held | ess than three weeks ago."

He added: "If Dr Mahathir delivered a wake-up call to the Malays at the
Umo assenbly, we can say he nmade the sane call to BN nenbers at the
convention."

It is certainly not too late as there are still three nore years to go
before the country goes to the polls.

True, so nmuch water has gone under the bridge since 1999 but if the
spirit of BN | eaders as shown at the convention is anything to go by, it
| ooks like the 13-nmenber coalition has taken stock of the situation and
renewed their confidence to take on the Qpposition in 2004.

Taking the cue fromDr Mahathir, all the | eaders enphasi sed the
i mportance of going back to the basics and for BN to act as one, working
i n unison agai nst the Opposition, especially in neutralising the Pas-style
brand of politics.

If their action is as good as their word, then the Qpposition has a | ot
to worry about. They can no longer thrive by default, they can al so kiss
goodbye any chance of defeating BN

But if the comm tnent and determ nation shown at the convention is al
hot air, then the nation | eaders have everything to worry about.

The first task is for the conponent parties to clean up their own
backyard before unity in BN will have any neani ng or bearing.

Al nost all | eaders agreed that the battle ahead was to win the hearts
and m nds of the people, thus the need for BN to go down and neet them

But how nmany are really prepared to do this? And if they do, are they
wel | -equi pped to face the society with its new demands and outl ook?

Borrowing Dr Mahathir's terms, the society now especially the younger
generation is nore "brutal and hostile" as they no |onger feel indebted to
t he i ndependence fighters and the Governnment that brought peace and
devel opnent to the country.

The Prime M nister conveyed the nmessage |oud and clear - |ook for a new
approach to ensure the people's continued support as relying on BN s past
achi evenents is no | onger tenable.

But for years, BN has been relying on this track record to convince the
people on why it should be allowed to continue running the country.

It is nowthe responsibility of the coalition |eaders to sit down and
draw up pl ans on new ways in w nning the people's hearts and mi nds.

Hurling accusations and sowi ng hatred are popul ar tactics devi sed and



put into practice by the Qpposition but there is no need for BN to
reciprocate in a simlar fashion.

There is no other choice for Umo and partners but to go on the
of fensive and to unmask the real characters of the Opposition.

In 1999, their main objective was just to deny BN its two-thirds
majority in Parliament.

But for the battle ground of 2004 when the general election is expected
to be held, bolstered by their fine showing in the |ast general election,
the Opposition has now set their eyes on forming the next Governnent.

For too | ong BN conponent parties have been acting on an individua
basi s, especially between the Peninsul ar-based nenbers and those i n Sabah
and Sar awak.

(Qut of the 13 BN conponent parties, eight are from Sabah and Sarawak.)

Their cl ose co-operation is only apparent during general elections where
the BN s daci ng synbol takes centre stage.

Dr Mahathir, in his 70-m nute off-the-cuff keynote address, reni nded BN
| eaders on the inportance of enhancing co-operation anong t hensel ves,
sol ving probl ens together and ensuring that the coalition functioned as a
party rather than a coalition.

What is inmperative now, he surm sed, was to regain the coalition's
strength in winning the general election.

As pointed out by Dr Mahathir, BN was a unique coalition, one invention
of Mal aysia that should be registered. Many world | eaders have expressed
their interest in | earning how 13 race-based parties coul d work together
wi t hout much bi ckeri ng.

It is this uniqueness that shoul d be harnessed and strenghtened. After
43 years of existence and co-operation, BN shoul d have no probl emtaking
on the Opposition parties and its fragile front which is nowin danger of
col | apsi ng due to opposing i deol ogi es and poli ci es.

Logically, the Opposition's barisan tiruan (imtation front) will not be
able to face the onslaught of a united BN

Dr Mahathir al so suggested for BN neetings at all levels to be held nore
regularly. At State-level, it should take place at |east biannually, and
if possible, four tinmes yearly as such neetings could hel p enhance co-
oper ati on.

He said closer co-operation would result in a nuch stronger and united
coalition in facing present chall enges.

Besi des neetings, individual party programes and activities can easily
be turned into a "BN affair".

For exanple, if Ummo organi ses a neet-the-people session in the kanpung,
ot her conponent parties need not have to wait for an invitation to
participate or |end a hel pi ng hand.

As pointed out by Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik at the
conventi on.

"When MCA or Gerakan enter the new villages, does it nean there is no
place for Umo. If there is visit to the | onghouses, why can't all the
| eaders go? If this is done, it will create a lasting inpression on the
people that BN is united and work as one."

( END)
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