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Battling it out with hunour

Geral d Chuah
I T WAS 7.30pm an unusual time to catch a theatre performance, especially
when the aroma of Chinese cuisine wafted in fromthe restaurant next door.

The 200-strong crowd at the Actors Studi o Bangsar, Kuala Lunpur, had
deci ded to postpone their dinner for a barrel of |aughs, and was rewarded
with two hours of solid fun.

"Theatresports" was back, this tine at the Actor's Studi o Bangsar from
Tuesday to Sunday, which seened |like an ideal |ocation with its spacious
st age.

Theatresports, which is inits fifth year, got the audi ence | aughi ng
with its irreverent hunour.

Patrick Teoh introduced the participants - Harith Iskandar, Jit Mirad,
Afdlin Shauki and Jo Kukathas - with the Star Wars theme playing in the
backgr ound.

The event, which is staged in an inpronptu and i nformal manner, brings
out the best in the actors as you get to see themin a different |ight.
As the show progressed, you would have noticed how the actors and
conedi ans rose to the occassion.

d adi ator was i ndeed an appopriate termfor the participants who battl ed
it out with one another with their wit, spontaneity, and hunour.

And in gladiator spirit, there were victors and victins in each round.
One had to have wit, thick skin and quick responses to survive the
onsl aught of "verbal" attacks and sexual innuendos.

Everything was tailored to the audi ence's expectations.

"I'f you are not happy, we will keep doing it," said Teoh, who got the
audi ence to "draw bl ood" by shouting out what they wanted the actors to
do.

Harith and Afdlin revelled in the occasion and scored the highest
poi nt s.

Newconers such as Rashid Salleh held their own, and were equally
ent ertai ni ng.

Jit, who played the gay blade in nost of scenes, said the funniest jokes
are the unintentional ones, just before beconm ng the victimof "evil
hands"” played by Harith in a cooking programme at the end of the show.

In What Did You Say?, the gladiators had to reply a question with a
question and Afdlin's line hit hone when he said: "Don't you knowit is
rude to answer a question with a question?”

On the first day, Harith and Jo had an interesting exchange when she
asked: "Do | look like Lara Croft (fromthe novie Tonb Raider)?" to which
Harith replied: "Didn't you see the novie?".

Na'a Murad and Zahi m Al bakri were guest artistes in the second day's
performance of Genres, in which the participants had to act out scenes
fromnovi es, and rotate between genres such as teenflicks, Bollywood,
kung-fu, Malay evening drama and Swedi sh porn

Zahim who played "God", threw the 10 commandnents to Harith in the form
of magazi nes. One of the magazines had the picture of a sultry woman, to
whi ch Harith responded: "See no evil."

Anot her ganme was cal | ed Hai ku, where each of the gladiators, who were
seated on cushions at the edge of the stage, had to formthree sentences
with five, seven and five syllables on any topic.

In Musicals, the gladiators were asked to performtheir own version of
popul ar musi cal s and one of the crowd's suggesti ons was The Sound of



Mahat hir, a la The Sound of Misic.
Al so, Harith, Afdlin and Jit were guests at a party hosted by Jo, who
was escorted out of the roomand returned to guess the roles they pl ayed.
She guesses accurately when she named them as Datuk Sany Vellu with a
new | ook, Datuk Dr. Ling Liong Sik on the defensive, and a belly dancer
wi t h di arrhoea respectively.

The success of this year's Theatresports should pronpt the organi sers to
stage nore events to whet the audience's appetite for "bl ood".
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