04/ 11/ 2001

Be consistent, PMtells Pas president

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor shoul d have a proper
stand and not display inconsistency in expressing support for Ml aysian
Human Ri ghts Comm ssion chairman Tan Sri Miusa Hitam

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said it was inproper for
Fadzil to back Musa only when the circunstances favoured his party as
evident in his questioning of Musa's stand when the | atter urged
Mal aysi ans to have faith in the Governnment's manner in dealing with
terrorism

"Previously, he had been very supportive of Miusa whose statenments
favoured the opposition party. W have to be consistent in our stance,"
the Prinme Mnister said after opening the Prine Mnister's Departnent's
fam |y day at Tanan Wetl and t oday.

Fadzi| has reportedly argued that Misa has yet to divorce hinself from
his past positions as a Deputy Prinme Mnister and Umo deputy president.

Dr Mahat hir said Fadzil should instead emul ate Musa who based his
j udgenment on the well-being of the country.

"As a Mal aysian citizen, everyone including Fadzil, has an obligation to
support the Governnment. Such need is even nore pressing nowthat we are in
an al arming situation.

"This is nore inportant than to harp on the Islamc State concept.

Asked whether it was wong for Suhakamto have a different stand from
t he Governnent, Dr Mahat hir added:

"Not everything we do is wong. If what we do is right, then we merit
support. But don't support us if we are in the wong."

On Wednesday, Miusa expl ai ned that he was speaking as a fornmer Deputy
Prime M nister when he reconmended that denocracy and human rights take a
back seat in the aftermath of the Sept 11 attacks on the US.

Stressing that he was not speaki ng as Suhakam chai r man when he made t he
recomrendat i on, Musa said he wel coned comments.
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