03 AUG 2001
Mahat hir-Puteri
BE M NDFUL OF ACTIONS, PUTERI UWVNO TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has told Puteri Umo that while struggling for the party it should
be careful about its actions so that others cannot find fault with the
novemnent .

"Ml aysi ans are wat ching your (Puteri Umo's) novenents and many are
trying to spot your weaknesses. Therefore, it is inportant for Puteri Umo
to be mndful of its nmovenents,"” he said when officially |aunching the
four-nonth-old Puteri Umo before nore than 5,000 nenbers of the novenent
here tonight.

He advi sed the novenent's nenbers not to do anything that could tarnish
its inage.

"We want Puteri Umo to form many branches. Don't let Umo Youth set up
branches anong the Puteri. One branch is all right...but not the second,
third and fourth,” he said in a lighter vein.

Hs remark was net with |aughter by the capacity audi ence at Dewan
Merdeka, the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC).

Dr Mahathir also rem nded Umo Youth to help protect the good i mage of
Puteri Ummo.

Dr Mahathir al so remi nded Puteri Umo nmenbers to understand Umo's
struggl e because there were still people who joined the party w t hout
understanding its struggle.

"Renmenber, we join the party for only one purpose, that is to save the
race, religion and country,"” he said, adding that he was confident Puteri
Umo would live up to the expectations of all Umo nenbers.

"A post is not for decoration or for oneself but is for the party's
struggle. Qur struggle is not to becone | eaders but to devel op the race,
religion and country through Umo," he said.

He advi sed Puteri Umo to organise courses for its nenbers to ensure
t hat everyone who joi ned the novenment was cl ear about what she should do
for the party.

The Umo president also urged Puteri Umo nmenbers to register as voters
and to go out and cast their ballots during elections, including
by-el ecti ons.

Li keni ng hinmself as a grandfather giving advice to his grandchil dren,
Dr Mahathir said Puteri Umo should refrain fromnmaking attenpts to renove
anyone or to run down certain individuals.

"Don't send poison-pen letters to the (party) president and conplain
about this |leader and that |leader. Nowis not the time (for making
conplaints). Nowis the time to consolidate the Puteri novenent," he said.

He al so said Puteri Umo was forned at a critical tinme when it was
clained that Malays were losing interest in the party and instead were
i ndul ging in non-beneficial activities.

"It is said that the younger generation is not keen on Umo while the
ol der group has been influenced (by the opposition) and they feel that Umo
is no |longer rel evant.

"But tonight we can see whether it is relevant or not. This hall is
packed and if anyone still insists that it is not relevant, | call on them
to come and | ook at the TV. It is obvious that many wonmen bel ow 35 years
old wish to remain with Umo," he said

In her speech, Puteri Umo pro temchief Azalina O hnman Said said the
novenent now has nore than 84, 000 nenbers.



Al so present were Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi , vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Muihyi ddin
Yassin and Tan Sri Mihammad Mihanad Tai b, secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil
Yaakob, Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein and Wanita Umo
chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.
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