26 MAY 2001

BE PROACTI VE TO ENLI GHTEN | NDI AN COVWUNI TY, DR M URGES TAM L WRI TERS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has
urged Tam| witers to play a proactive role through their witings to
instil awareness anong the people on the inportance of preserving peace and
unity.

They coul d al so make neani ngful contributions to the country's
prosperity and wel | -being through their works, he said in his foreword in
t he souvenir progranme for the 2001 Tanmi| Witers Day organi sed by the
Bhar at hi dasan Associ ati on of Ml aysi a.

About 2,000 people, including leading Tam| witers, poets and speakers
from Tam | Nadu, South India are attending the function at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre (PWC) here opened by M C President Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu
t oday.

Dr Mahathir congratul ated the associati on headed by Datin Seri |ndran
Sany Vellu for organising the function to honour Tami| witers and poets
for their contributions to society.

Besi des enhancing ties anong | ocal Tam | witers and poets, the annua
event woul d al so enable themto exchange ideas to produce quality works, he
added.
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