14/10/ 2001

Be tough on tax dodgers

THE citizens of a country are bestowed with certain basic rights and
privileges but in return they are al so expected to reciprocate and
di scharge their responsibilities.

This is a fair trade-off which should be acceptable if we are to create
a harnoni ous and just society. But unfortunately, there are people who
evade their responsibility by not paying their taxes or deliberately pay
| ess than what they should rightfully and | egally be paying. This bl atant
cheating by tax dodgers shoul d be stopped because it deprives the
Gover nnent of val uabl e revenue which can be used for the country's
devel opnent and to enhance the health and education of the people.

One can understand if the tax dodgers are incone earners who nmay have
fallen on hard tines and thus find it difficult to make tax paynents. Wat
is surprising is that sone of the worst culprits are busi ness people who
make mllions of ringgit and it would certainly not hurt thema bit if
they honestly and sincerely settle the dues required of them

And yet they hide or under-declare their true incone to evade taxes.

Anot her surprise is that anong the big tax dodgers are believed to be sone
titled persons. Inland Revenue Board chief executive Datuk Zai nol Abidin
Abd Rashid said there were also flower growers and pottery makers who have
evaded taxes running into mllions of ringgit. There are also so-called
petty traders who have seen their businesses prosper over the years and
their sales and profits rising by | eaps and bounds. But sadly, many of

t hem who have made good continue to grossly under-declare their incone.

The dodgers woul d not get away that easily, however, as the tax
authorities are going after themby stepping up i nvestigations, preventing
defaulters fromescapi ng overseas and i nproving tax coll ection nmeasures.
There shoul d be no conproni se for the tax dodgers and tough action will be
needed to pursue themso that they pay up what they owe the Government or
face their due puni shnent.

We know that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is tough but
he is al so conpassionate. Being the realist that he is, come Cct 19 when
he presents Budget 2002, Dr Mahathir will no doubt use his wi sdomto
bal ance the dermands for nore funds to neet the urgent needs of nation
bui | di ng and provide sone help to the people to alleviate their financial
burden in view of the nore gl oony economic clinmate. Can we expect an
expansi onary budget ?

Wth a slow ng econonmy biting into the fortunes of the private sector,
one can al so expect the Budget to provide sone tax incentives and relief
to busi nesses and entrepreneurs to hel p themovercone any difficulties
that they may face because of the econom c sl owdown. The country woul d be
better off if we see nore entrepreneurs and busi nessneen succeed in their
ventures and expand their enterprises so that they can provide nore
enpl oyment and pay nore taxes to the Governnent to be used to inprove the
country's infrastructure

We acknow edge the dynam smand contribution of private sector
enterprise to the nation's econom c progress. But those who have succeeded
in building up their businesses should al so remenber their responsibility
to soci ety by payi ng adequate taxes.

( END)



	Be tough on tax dodgers (NST 14/10/2001)

