19 NOV 2001
Mahat hi r - Thankf ul
BE THANKFUL FOR GOCD LI FE, MJSLI M5 TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 19 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t he peopl e of Mal aysia especially Mislinms should be thankful for the
peaceful and prosperous |life they enjoy conpared to that of people in other
countri es.

"Al hanmdulillah in Malaysia, the people live in peace and prosperity. W
shoul d be mindful of the fate of the less fortunate in other Mislim
countries which are not peaceful, whose people are poor and suffering, and
in fact sone may have died of starvation,” he said at the Nur Ramadan
function organised by the Federal Territory Umo at Masjid Saidina Gsman Al
Affan in Bandar Tun Razak here today.

The Prime Mnister said Muslins in the country should extend aid to the
less fortunate even if they are in faraway | and |ike Afghani stan whose
peopl e are suffering because of the attacks by the United States in search
of terrorists.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was not against America's hunt for terrorists
but it was unfortunate that the air strikes had brought sufferings to the
peopl e and caused themto becone refugees.

"As human beings who live confortably and peacefully, we should not
forget to help them W still need donations and aid, and it is appropriate
that in this fasting nonth we extend aid, whether clothing or noney," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the practice of giving aid was a religious obligation
for Muslinms while for non-Muslins it was al so encour aged.

By hel ping the |l ess fortunate, Ml aysians would be known as a gratefu
race and woul d be rewarded with other forns of blessings, he said.

"It is hoped that we can pronpbte this good attitude (giving help) and
be a caring society not only during Ramadan (but al ways) because a caring
society will make its people nore successful,” he said.

Dr Mahathir urged Muslins to practise noderation and incul cate the
spirit of unity anong the multi-racial people of various religions.

"For exanple, at breaking-of-fast functions, non-Mislins can be invited
tojoin. It is not wong, and with this we can enhance rel ati ons anong the
races in Malaysia and if this is done our country can be peaceful and
stable,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysians had fostered good racial relations and
shown respect for the religious practices of other people.

Citing the breaking of fast as an exanple, he said non-Mislinms not only
enj oyed the "buka puasa" fare provided at hotels and restaurants but al so
made it a point not to start eating until it was time for their Mislim
friends to break fast.

"This is a good sign and shows that there is nmutual respect anong
Mal aysi ans of different religions,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also presented aid to 15 of the 1,800 | ess fortunate people
in the Federal Territories of Kuala Lunpur and Labuan who were selected to
receive aid in conjunction with the fasting nonth.

Among ot her things, they each received RMLOO, five kilos of rice, a
prayer mat and a bottle of vitam ns
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