01 JuL 2001
Mahat hi r - Bum put er a
BETTER RESULTS WLL LEAD TO MORE BUM STUDENTS I N | PTA, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 1 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t he nunber of bum putera students in public institutions of higher I|earning
(1 PTA) woul d have exceeded the current quota if only they had better
results.

He said the governnent wanted not only to defend but to increase the
guota of places in the I PTA for bum putera students.

"W want to raise the cut-off point froma lowto a high I evel and
eventual ly at par with students fromother comunities...we mght also be
able to exceed our quota," he said during a dial ogue session after closing
t he Synposium on Reaffirm ng the Idealismof Undergraduates in the New
M 11 enniumat Universiti Ml aya (UM here today.

The Prime Mnister, who was replying to a question froma UM student,
said the government woul d not prevent bum putera students fromentering the
| PTA even if they had exceeded their quota if they had better results.

He said the governnent had fixed a quota of 55 per cent of the places
in the I PTA for bum putera students and in order to neet the quota, the
government had to | ower the cut-off point for them

As such, he urged bum putera students to strive harder to get better
results wthout depending on their quota because the governnent woul d have
no probl em accepting students with better results in | PTA

Dr Mahathir had, in his speech when cl osing the synposium said that
the governnment found it difficult to increase the bum putera quota because
at present it could only be done if the governnent |owered further the
cut-off point in order to nmeet the new quota.

The governnment could not do so because it would underm ne the
capability of the undergraduates once they conpleted their studies and
gai ned enpl oynent .

Replying to a student from Kol ej Tunku Abdul Rahman, Dr Mahathir said
t he governnent al so provi ded assi stance to Chinese students in the country.

"But whatever it is...help will be extended to the weak. If we help
t hose who are capabl e of success, then the weak will be left behind," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was public know edge that bum putera students were

still lagging students from other comunities.

Even t hough the entry requirements into | PTA had been reduced, their
nunber was still not enought and nore support nmust be given to this group
he said.

He said the percentage of bum putera students in public and private
institutions of higher |earning was only 25 per cent conpared and the
percent age would go down if the government continued to hel p other
communities.

Due to inadequate places in the I PTA, he said the governnment had
allowed the setting up of private institutions of higher learning (IPTS) in
the country.
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