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Bid to reincarnate the politically dead

Shansul Akmar
MANY | ocal politicians are like cats - they have nine lives or maybe even
nor e.

Those thought to be dead and buried, politically that is, have been
known to be resurrected and conme back stronger

It is alnmost |ike undergoing the | aw of karma, of being reincarnated.

Hence, it is always foolhardy to dismss the possibility of a politician
who has been consi dered dead of not meking a return.

The recent event involving Badan Bertindak Mel ayu (Mal ay Action Front)
is a classic exanple in which the organi sers are those generally
consi dered to be have-beens or politically dead.

The event suddenly made them | ook very much alive and ki cking.

Regardl ess of what transpired during the Sunday gathering at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre in Kuala Lunpur, the fact renmains that the players in
BBM have general ly been rendered politically inactive since the | ast
general el ection.

What rmade the whole thing interesting was that the event, thenmed "Takkan
Mel ayu Hilang Di Duni a" was supposedly an effort towards Malay unity.

But fromnews reports and feedback fromthose present during the
function, it appears to be an Umo and party | eadershi p-bashi ng sessi on.

It chagrined quite a nunber of Umo | eaders, with sonme questioning the
notives of the BBM nenbers.

Despite the negative reaction to the event fromsonme Umo | eaders, good
things did come out of it.

As pointed out by acadeni ci an Ahnad Shabery Chik, who is also an Umo
menber: "To ny mnd, the action of the BBMI| eaders, who are al so Umo
menbers, in criticising the party | eadership proves one thing - Umo is a
party that is open and their | eaders can be criticised.

"Umo | eaders have all this while been | abelled as not allow ng
criticisns and intolerant to nmenmbers who do so. There is a perception
created by Umo detractors that any menber who criticises the party
| eadership will be subjected to disciplinary action or end up being
vi ctim sed.

"The BBM gat heri ng on Sunday proves ot herw se. Furthernore, the fact
that BBMcarried out their criticisns at the PWMC, a building deened to be
Umo's, disproves the perception that the party | eadership is intol erant
of dissent.”

But in Malay politics, any event or controversy will not whet the
appetite of its observers.

Apart fromwondering whether the event was staged, there were school s of
t houghts wanting to |link the episode to the agenda of bigger political
nanes.

To reach that, one has to know who are the players behi nd BBM

Wth nanmes |i ke Datuk Mazl an Harun, Datuk |brahimAli, Tajuddin Abdu
Rahman and Dat uk Suhaim Kamaruddin in the forefront, an i medi ate
reaction fromthose who have been followi ng Umo politics for sone tine,
was to imediately link themto the now defunct Semangat 46

Inevitably, the next |ink would be to Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, the
presi dent of Senmangat, fornmed after the split in Umo in 1987.

Some described it as coincidental, but others believed it was all part
of a bigger agenda in pushing for changes in the party | eadership.

O course, conspiracy theories are in abundance but there is actually a



nore concrete basis to the event and parti ci pants.

First, one has to understand that these characters from BBM had al ways
been a critical ot while they were in Umo prior to 1987; and when they
returned in 1996 they were still critical.

O course, when they re-enbraced Umo, they were critical of those they
had just left, be it Pas which was their partner when they were in
Semangat .

They were also critical of certain Umo individuals whomthey felt were
the ones who had stirred up the conflict between Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Tengku Razal ei gh.

What they did on Sunday was a reflection of their usual selves, to be
critical, and it so happened that this tinme around they decided to turn
their attention to the present |eadership.

Furthernore, the Umo divisional elections are just round the corner and
getting caught in controversies and being heroic, to be read as anti -
establ i shnent, which seens to be trendy in Umo of |late, can secure nmany
vot es.

"It is nmerely an effort to renind the top party |eadership that they are
still activists and have the political acunmen to rally support. Finally,
they merely want attention," an Umo insider theorised.

Wiile there is justification to the theory, another aspect which
unfurled fromthe whol e epi sode was how sonme politicians deened to be
lacking in credibility when they were part of nmmi nstream Umo coul d
suddenly regain it when they are outside and decide to be critical of the
| eader shi p.

In short, if an Umo man were to support efforts by the | eadership, they
were brushed asi de as being sycophants and if they suddenly decided to be
critical, they becane credible and accepted as a responsible politician

But that is not confined wthin Umo.

There have been nunerous cases of Umo menbers who were in the forefront
supporting policies and efforts proposed by the | eadershi p. They were
criticised no end by the opposition and detractors of Umo.

The minute they | eave Umo and join an opposition party, all their
"former sins" are forgiven and they suddenly becone rol e nodels for
menbers of the new political vehicle they have adopt ed.

The bottomline is that these politicians are nerely trying to find a
way to cone back fromthe dead.

And for the people to know that they are alive and kicking, they have to
"shout" it out loud. Qtherw se, no one will notice.

The only thing is whether their reincarnation is for the better or
wor se.

It depends on what they did in their previous political life.
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