17/ 10/ 2001

Blair seeks Dr Ms help on Afghan, Pal estinian issues

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Britain has sought Mal aysia's assistance in dealing
with the conflict in Afghani stan and the Pal estini an issue.

The request was conveyed to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad by British Prinme M nister Tony Blair during a tel ephone
conversation | ate today.

Bl air tel ephoned Dr Mahat hir and consul ted hi mon various issues
following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks and worl dwi de negative reactions
to the onsl aught on Af ghani stan.

The Prime Mnister's office, in a statenent today, said Dr Mahathir
reiterated Kuala Lunpur's view that the attack on Afghani stan by foreign
forces was going to be a futile exercise.

Dr Mahathir told Blair the people in Ml aysia, who had condemmed
terrorism had taken the attack on Afghani stan badly.

Bl ai r expl ained that they were not against |Islamor Mislins and gave an
assurance that they were trying to resolve the conflict.

Duri ng the 20-m nute conversation about 7pm Dr Mhathir al so comended
Blair on his stand that there should be a Palestinian state as it would
hel p to pacify angry Muslins.

According to the statenment, the British Prine Mnister was al so very
concerned about public opinion on the conflict in Afghanistan, including
opi ni ons in Engl and.

Dr Mahat hir had queried how the British Press was reporting the conflict
and the possibility of further explaining the feelings of Mislins
wor | dwi de.
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