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Abdul I ah-Bl'i nd
BLI ND CHI LDREN THRI LLED BY PAK LAH S STORYTELLI NG SKI LLS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30 (Bernamm) -- They may be vision-inpaired children
but it was a neeting they were eagerly |ooking forward to.

Thirteen students of the Special Education School (for the visually
i npaired) in Jalan Batu here had a rare opportunity of listening to a story
narrated by Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw today.

Their sense of expectancy was obvi ous when they greeted the
announcenent on Abdullah's arrival with shouts of joy, with one of them
saying "ye, ye we are going to listen to stories again."

Abdul l ah did not let the children down, telling themthe | egend of
"Raj a Bersiong" about a Malay King who grew fangs after drinking human
bl ood.

Abdul | ah, who referred to hinmself as "Pak Lah", was told by one of the
children that they were happy because yet another top | eader had cone to
tell themstories.

The children sat cross-1egged on a stage and listened in rapt attention
as Abdul | ah, seated on a chair facing them read out the story froma book

At tinmes changing the tone of his voice to suit the character in the
novel , Abdull ah also tested the children's understandi ng of the many
archai c Mal ay words used in the book

They certainly make up for their physical handicap with intelligence as
t hey showed conmendabl e conprehension by frequently answering questions and
interacting with the Deputy Prine M nister

The event, at the Ml aysian Association for the Blind (MAB) Complex, is
part of a series of storytelling sessions organised for visually inpaired
children by Puteri Umo and the Umo Civil Action Bureau in collaboration
with the MAB

So far, 30 leaders including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad have taken part in the sessions while 70 others have registered to
do so.

After that, Abdullah, acconpanied by Puteri Umo pro tem chief Azalina
O hman Said and MAB acting president Prof Dr Ismail Md Salleh, toured the
conpl ex.

Abdul | ah al so opened the MAB Cyber Cafe and Family Cinic at the
conpl ex.

Abdul l ah told reporters later that the facilities provided for the |ess
fortunate had boosted their self-confidence and hel ped t hem overcone
probl ens associated with their handi cap

"They are now nore confident about |ife and have succeeded in the
fields they ventured into. In fact, the feeling of being marginalised has
| essened because they can join in the community's activities w thout any
inferiority conplex," he said.

He said institutions Iike the MAB should find new ways to bring better
facilities to the visually handi capped so that they can | ead a nore
meani ngful 1ife and contribute to the country |ike other people.

"They are not seeking synpathy; they just want to be given a chance to
overconme their problens and taste success,"” Abdul |l ah said.
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