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BN ai ms to becone single party
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BARI SAN Nasi onal will eventually evolve into a single party but al
component parties believe that this should take place gradually.

BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said this was the genera
sentiment of all conponent nmenbers who felt that the process of turning
into a single party should not be rushed into or done in haste.

Wnding up at the end of the BN convention yesterday, the Prinme M nister
said: "It should be an evolution instead of revolution. |I also think this
is the best approach for us... to take gradual steps but achieving our
goal s, instead of trying to junp where we can fall flat on our face."

Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed with the strong determ nati on shown by
conponent parties towards the creation of a Bangsa Ml aysi a.

He said BN strove to be closer with the people, especially the younger
generation who woul d inherit the country frompresent | eaders.

This way, they would be exposed to BN s struggle and al so accept and
continue it, he added.

The Prinme M nister was confident that BN would continue to enjoy the
peopl e's support as they could see the difference between the BN coalition
and the Qpposition

Wil e BN conducted its convention in a civilised nmanner with speakers
conveying their nmessages accordingly, Pas resorted to hurling accusations
agai nst the Governnment and its | eaders and spreading lies at its ceramah

"They have called ne anjing, dajal and many nore abusive words. BN will
not reciprocate in a simlar fashion as we are not as ill-nannered as
them ™"

Al luding to the speakers' fluency in Bahasa Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said
this denmonstrated the success of BN s policies towards | anguage, religion,
and the econony.

Al t hough Bahasa Mal aysia and | sl amwere the national |anguage and
official religion respectively, freedomof worship and use of other
| anguages was enshrined in the Constitution.

"Besi des npsques, there are al so tenples and churches around. Though the
Bum puteras are given privileges, it is not done at the expense of the
econom c rights of the other races.

"What's done is to expand the econom c cake."

When Umo proposed the Malay unity talk with Pas, Dr Mahathir said Pas
rejected it, demandi ng the agenda to be expanded to cover national unity.

"W are not staging a play (sandiwara) |ike Pas did when they rejected
the tal ks, purportedly because they gave priority to national unity.

"There is no need for Pas to do this (national unity) as this has been
successul ly inplenented by the BN for a long tine. Pas should stop its
sandi wara as we know their true intention."

On the one hand, Dr Mahathir said the party purportedly wanted nati ona
unity but on the other, it wanted to set up a Pas-style Islamc state.

"Umo does not reject an Islamc state. W view the country as |slamc,
because in such a state there can exist other races and religions. |slam
al so advocates treating other races fairly.

"That's why we say we are an Islamc country, one which does not
adversely inpede the rights of other races and those with different
religions.”
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