04/ 09/ 2001
BN confi dent of people's support

n Siang; Sarban Singh; Sul ok Tawi e; Saj ahan Waheed
KUCHI NG Mon. - The State Barisan Nasional is confident that it has the
peopl e’ s conti nued support in the com ng polls.

In the 1996 State election, BN won all but five of the 62 State seats
contested and in the 1999 parliamentary el ection, BN won all 28 seats.

State BN chairman and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud announced
the dissolution of the 62-nmenber State Legislative Assenbly today, and
said it had been a tradition for the people of Sarawak to gi ve undivi ded
support to BN in every el ection.

"No one will be able to predict a 100 per cent victory, but | am
hopeful ," he said.

The 1999 parlianentary el ection would serve as a yardstick for a
coalition victory in the coming el ection.

In 1996, the State Assenbly was dissol ved on Aug 15 and polling was
conduct ed over two days from Sept 7.

Nom nati on day was on Aug 27, 1996.

On nom nation day itself, BN was al ready celebrating its victory when
candi dates won 19 seats uncontested, including the Chief Mnister in
Asaj aya.

In the coming election, Taib is contesting in Balingian.

The BN victory in the 19 seats put the State coalition of four parties
on course for a landslide win in the el ection.

It went on to win 57 seats, while DAP won three and two seats went to
i ndependent candi dat es.

In an election petition filed by BN later, the DAP victory for the
Ki durong seat was declared null and voi d.

A by-election was held and the seat was won by BN SUPP

One of the DAP assenmblynen left the party early this year and is now an
I ndependent nenber.

The conposition of the assenbly now stands as BN (58), |ndependent
(three) and DAP (one).

The nunber of seats held by BN conprises of PBB (29), SUPP (14), PBDS
(8) and SNAP (7).

Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB) is headed by Taib, and forns the
backbone of the State BN Governnent.

Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr George Chan Hong Namis president of
the Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP).

Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) is headed by Federal Energy,

Comuni cations and Multinmedia M nister Datuk Leo Mbggi e, while Sarawak
Nati onal Party (SNAP) chief is State Environnent and Public Health
M ni ster Datuk Janes Wng Kim M n.

Taib met national BN chief and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad in Kual a Lumpur on Aug 28 to discuss the BN s final candidates
list for the comi ng el ection.
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