07 JUL 2001
BN- Speech ( Conponent)
BN NEEDS TO PLAN FOR THE NEXT 50 YEARS, SAYS DR LI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k said today Bari san Nasional (BN) conponent parties should plan to
face the challenges of the next 50 years.

He said this was necessary as BN would be able to bring nore benefits
and devel opnent to the country and peopl e.

"The key to BN s success in the past has been its ability to nmake
changes according to the tines and requirenments of the people,” he said in
his speech at the BN Convention at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

Dr Ling added MCA was al so supportive of Prine Mnister and BN chai r man
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's call for much cl oser cooperation among BN
conponent parties.

He said right now cooperation within BN was nore noticeable during the
general el ection.

It was very inportant for BN | eaders to interact at all levels and to
exchange i deas, he said.

"BN should al so act and function as an entity, have a conmon stand on
all issues and solve problens not in the interest of the party but as a
common BN agenda,” Dr Ling said.

The President of the People's Progressive Party, Datuk M Kayveas said
BN should not treat lightly the use of Islamby PAS to spread its
i nfl uence.

"I'f BN conponent parties think this is a political agenda which is not
dangerous then the tinme will come when the people will have to choose
bet ween an |slam c governnent headed by an extreme group of Islamc
political |eaders or the BN governnent," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k described the
rel ati onshi p between PAS and DAP as a "man-to-man rel ati onshi p” as they
coul d never tie the knot.

"PAS and DAP is not like the BN...it's like a relationship between a
man with another man...they could not get married with each other,"” he said
in his speech which drew | aughter fromthe floor

Referring to Dr Mahathir's opening speech at the convention earlier,
Limsaid the opposition pact was not only an imtation front but also a
"barisan auta" (false front).

He said to face the onslaught of the chall enges from PAS, BN ought to
nmobilise its machinery right down to the grassroots.

"The next tine we visit a village, we should go together. Not only as
Umo, MCA or M C and Gerakan but together. Only then will we receive their
support,” he said.

M C President Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu called for the setting up of a
unit under the Prime Mnister's Departnent to | ook into problens faced by
the people and their welfare.

He said the unit should propose to the government ways to overcone a
probl em before the situation got out of control and to stop attenpts by
anybody to erode faith in the government.

"Qur approach is to go back to the people and to be sensitive to their
needs, " he added.

Sany Vellu also said BN | eaders shoul d be accessible to the ordinary
peopl e by way of interaction and through direct contact.

He al so questioned how t he opposition could obtain permts for
political gathering.
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