02 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Li kas
BN READY FOR LI KAS BY- ELECTI ON

PUTRAJAYA, July 2 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) is ready for
the Likas state by-election in Sabah on July 21 although it has not decided
on its candidate, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

He confirmed that he had yet to receive any nanes of prospective
candi dates fromthe BN conponent parties.

"W have nmde preparations irrespective of who the candidate will be,"
he told reporters after chairing the first nmeeting of the Ml aysi an
Aerospace Council at the Prime Mnister's Departnment conpl ex, here.

Asked about the possibility of forner Likas state assenbl yman Dat uk
Yong Teck Lee being re-nom nated for the by-election, he said Yong was
considered eligible to contest in view that the court decision did not say
that he was guilty.

"In terms of the court decision, he still can (contest), whether it's
wi se or not (to nomnate hin, that's another matter," he said.

Yong's election as the Likas state assenbl ynan was declared null and
void by the Election Court on June 8 after ruling that there were phantom
voters in the March 13 1999 el ection

The prime mnister was al so asked to comment on Parti Keadil an Nasi ona
(Keadilan) president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail's neeting with the
United States Congressmen recently to discuss Malaysia's internal affairs.

Dr Mahathir said: "That's her right but if we ask outside people to
determ ne our donestic problemthen we are gradually going to | ose our
i ndependence”.

Dr VWn Azizah met with US Congressnen including the chairman of the
International Relations Conmittee, Henry Hyde, |ast Thursday to explain the
condition of her husband, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim who is currently in
jail, and also Anwar's stand to seek treatnment for backache in Germany.

Dr Mahathir said it appeared to be an opposition trend to seek the
views of foreign powers to resolve an internal issue becausue apart from Dr
Wan Azi zah, PAS President Datuk Fadzil Noor had al so net Australian Foreign
M ni st er Al exander Downer in Sydney recently.

He said it was up to the people whether they still wanted to support
parties that "called" foreigners to control their own country.

"I'n the past era, such people were called traitors to the nation but in
this era, apparently, there are people who regard such acts (asking foreign
powers to intervene) as noble acts,” he said.
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