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BNwinis all but certain

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

HOWt hi ngs have changed. Forty years ago rel atives, even acquai ntances,
who visited the Federal capital were sure to find hospitality in the hones
of their KL kinsmen. It was an ancient Malay custom And if a relative
(nore often the whole family) did come to KL and did not |odge with their
kinfolk, the relatives felt slighted.

It's no |l onger so. Many now woul d rather stay at hotels and nost
relatives are relieved.

Perlis had no hotels or |odging houses three decades ago. If there were,
few | odgi ng houses were of an acceptable standard. In any event, when
visited Kangar | al ways stayed at the residence of the Menteri Besar.

| amglad, and no | ess a person than the Menteri Besar of Perlis, Datuk
Seri Shahi dan Kassim hinself assured nme on this, that Perlis now does
have at | east public acconmodati on which neets the requirenents of an
occasional visitor |like nme, or whoever cares to go to Perlis.

| have decided to visit Perlis during the final days of the Indera
Kayangan state by-el ection to gauge for nyself the effects of the Sept 11
tragedy, the easy defeat of the Taliban theocratic regine in Afghanistan
and the MCA's continui ng squabbl e, on donestic politics, specifically on
t he Chi nese and Mal ay voters.

I ndera Kayangan will be a good sanple; the npbst up-to-date el ectora
roll will be used. During the Novenmber 1999 general election, the late
Dat uk Khor Liang Tee, who died | ast Wednesday, defeated Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal candidate Ko Chu Liang with a satisfactory majority (1,974
votes), an acceptable result in the context of the very enotional 1999
general poll.

As | had predicted on Nov 25, it will be a straight fight between
Bari san Nasi onal and Keadilan. It will not be altogether surprising if a
Mal ay rat her than another Ml aysian is Keadilan's standard bearer.

What ever, I ndera Kayangan is a delicately bal anced constituency, with
al rost equal nunbers of Malay (47.7 per cent) and Chinese (47.2 per cent)
voters, and Indians (4.8 per cent) and the others form ng the bal ance.

Despite the MCA spat, the BN is expected to retain the seat easily. It
needs only to capture half of the Malay electorate as | expect BN will
garner the majority of the non-Mal ay votes. | do not expect Umo will have
too nmuch difficulty in achieving the required nunber of Malay votes. If it
is, then sonething is seriously am ss.

Unli ke at the Federal level, (the Parlianent is bicanmeral) the State is
uni canmeral . Previously, State elections were held before the Parlianmentary
el ections until the Governnent, begi nning 1964, decided to hold them
si mul taneously for two reasons.

One was that the Election Commi ssion said that it was capabl e of
handl i ng the two polls sinultaneously. And another reason, Tun Razak told
me, was that concurrent polls tended and did provide several advantages to
the i ncunbents suinply because of the ruling party's superior organisation
and huge funds.

O course, this was not the case in Kelantan in 1964, 1969, 1990, 1995
and 1999 and in Terengganu in 1999, or when Party Bersatu Sabah triunphed
in 1985, 1990 and 1994 (shortlived).

Havi ng been involved in elections for nore than half of my years, | find
that the present provisions of lawrelating to elections are quite
adequat e. Perhaps the security and safety of voters could be inproved



further, based on the Lunas by-el ecti on experience.

The "hate canpai gn based on race and religion" nearly caused raci al
tensions of major proportions. By-elections, like inter-house matches in
boardi ng school s, are nore keenly fought than the general election and
i nter-school ganes.

I know, because | was at MCKK for six years and | al so fought three
general elections and participated in others, and many by-el ecti ons.

The BN [ ost Lunas, though it won in Sanggang, Tel uk Kemang and Likas in
Sababh.

Ccassional ly, though I have not heard it for a long tinme, sone
Mal aysi ans (usual ly opposition inclined) have advocated the Aussi e node
of elections in which a candidate nust win an absolute najority of votes
before he can be declared the victor. | opposed it then and do so now. |
think the Westninister nodel has been a success. He or she who passes the
post first wns.

The Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad, turned 76 | ast
Thursday. He said he was not fond of celebrating his birthday sinply
because the occasion only rem nds himhe is ageing. Previous Prinme
M ni sters - Tunku Abdul Rahman and Tun Razak - (I can't recall attending
Tun Hussein's birthday parties) publicly as well as privately cel ebrated
their birthdays. | have fond nenories of Tunku's and Tun Razak's birthday
parties. There was nuch nmerrinment, a vani shed diversion

Dr Mahathir consol i dated one advantage in political devel opnent,
econom ¢ growt h and social evol ution. He deserves the gratitude of al
Mal aysi ans, of course. But there are also the many peopl e who are openly
and furtively inflaned by the way in which he wants to nmake his people
better because his efforts threaten what they want to put in place.

The best birthday present the MCA and Umo can give Dr Mahathir is
| ndera Kayangan w apped in gold paper, and presented on a silver platter.
| believe the MCA and Unmo can do this if they are whol e- heart ed.

Shahi dan and others nust hit hard at the opposition. Realpolitik - the
desire to always win - conbined with the deternination to kill Keadil an
rather than scotch it should spur himand his associates all the way to
Putraj aya.

The debate in Kangar is now only about the nmeans, not the end.

( END)
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