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Mahat hi r - BN
BN TO ADOPT NEW APPROACH TO DEAL W TH SENTI MENTS OF PRESENT GENERATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the Barisan Nasional (BN) will adopt a new approach based on cl oser
cooperation between its conmponent parties in dealing with the sentinent of
the present generation to ensure continuous support of the people and to
remain in power.

The prime mnister said that the BN s suprene council would draft
gui delines so that |eaders of all the 13 BN conponent parties could
understand their roles in the prevailing political situation where support
of the younger generation for the BN was erodi ng.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that from now on BN neetings at
all levels should be held nore frequently instead or once or twi ce a year
whi l e the conponent parties should have better interaction between them and
try to resolve problens jointly.

BN Menbers of Parlianent and state assenbl ynmen shoul d al so give nore
attention to the other races in their respective constituencies and not
only to their own parties or races.

"I wish to call on BN | eaders, fromnow on, to forge closer rapport and
to ensure that the BN functions nore like a party instead of a coalition of
parties,” he said in his keynote address at the one-day Fourth BN
Convention at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

Dr Mahathir said such would be the approach to be adopted to overcone
the problens affecting the community which was changi ng and peopl e who no
| onger felt indebted to those who had struggl ed for independence.

The prime mnister said these people also do not feel indebted to the
gover nment whi ch had devel oped the country so that they could have a better
life than the other races who had attai ned i ndependence during the sane
ti me Mal aysia achieved its independence.

At present, Dr Mahathir said, there were many people who were unhappy
with their elected representatives as they only focus on their own races
and ignore the grouses of the other races and sonetinmes never even bothered
to attend neetings which had been organi sed.

"This situation is unhealthy for us under the prevailing circunstances.
Cl oser rapport should be enhanced at all tines,"” he said.

The BN chairman said that enphasis should be placed on nurturing a
Mal aysi an race as the BN was a party practising a concept of one Ml aysi an
race.

Dr Mahathir said that the new approach which takes into account the
current reality would make the BN stronger to deal with the sentinent of
t he present generation who were living in confort w thout giving a thought
to the struggles and sacrifices of the BN and | eaders of the country.

He said that the present community especially the younger generation
have | ess sentinent of love or patriotismto the extent that some of them
were prepared to be nmade tools of by foreigners in tinmes of trouble.

"When they opened their eyes they see skyscrapers around them They now
see a different world than during the tine of independence and they think
all these happened by itself and wi thout any effort.

"They fail to recognise the successes of the BN...some of themthink
any government can attain such successes,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in the environnent which was nore hostile now,
the BN should prove its capability to continuously ensure the progress of
t he people and the country and not depend on support based on its past



achi evenent s.

The prime mnister said that the nation's devel opnent had not reached
the targeted |l evel and the BN should continue to garner support of the
people and to remain in power to ensure Vision 2020 was attained for the
nati on to be accorded the sane status as the other devel oped nations.

"We can no | onger depend on the sentinment of gratitude al one," he said.
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