07 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Evol uti on
BN TO BECOVE ONE PARTY THROUGH EVOLUTI ON, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the Barisan Nasional's (BN) aspiration to becone a party inits own
right and not a coalition of parties nmust be realised through evolution and
not revol ution.

The prime mnister said it was not sonething that could be done by
force without taking into consideration the feelings of the parties about
each ot her.

"W have to work slowly towards it. It is the process of evolution. It
depends on the nenbers on how they feel about each other. W cannot force
t he pace.

"W believe in gradualisation, not in revolution and forcing people to
accept what they are not yet prepared to accept,” he said at a news
conference at the end of the one-day BN Convention here.

He was asked to conment on his statenent on the BN s aspiration to
become a party in its own right and no |longer a coalition of parties |like
it is now which was made in his keynote address at the opening of the
convention this norning.

The BN chairman said the convention showed that the spirit of unity
anong the BN conponent parties was still strong with all the conponent
parties stressing the inportance to cl ose ranks and to work even cl oser
t oget her.

"I found that the convention proceeded well and the national spirit was
evident, it is clear that the BN spirit is still strong in the hearts to
every | eader and nenber of the BN, " he said.

He said the BN would neet nore often to spur its nmachinery to be nore
aggressive at the branch and divisional |evels.

"At the sane tine we nust have a nore active secretariat and centre to
collate information on the BN " he said.

Dr Mahathir said that if the spirit of unity anong the BN conponents
was maintained it would continue to thrive and control the governnent in
future.

On the formation of a Mal aysian race, he hoped that it would be
real i sed because there was now stronger commitnent anong the BN conponent
parties.

"This is not a matter of negotiation but of inculcating a |ove for
one's own nation and of regarding Mal aysi ans as one race. Ancestry 0S no
problem ™ he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether there was a need to set up a
consul tative conmittee as proposed by several conponent party |eaders to
resol ve problens relating to race

He said: "W regard the BN as a machinery that can resol ve probl ens
anong the races but if there is a need to set up a separate body, we wll
consider it."
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