23/ 08/ 2001
Boost for new Pahang Umo Youth chief and his team

Azran Aziz

| SMAI L Muhaned Sai d, the new y-appoi nted Pahang Umo Youth chief, and his
comm ttee received a boost recently when the Umo Youth pi cked Kanpung
Pasir Bayamin Raub as the venue for the |launch of the novenent's welfare
progranmme for students of higher [earning institutions.

Nati onal Youth chief Datuk Hi shammuddi n Hussein and several of the
movenent' s executive council nmenmbers were there during the cerenony on Aug
16.

The programme is part of the novenment's community projects to bring it
closer to the grassroots.

I smail needs all the support he can get because the ride to the next
general election in 2004 will be rough.

He knows only too well that Pas, after w nning an unprecedented siXx
Pahang State seats in the 1999 general election, is eyeing Pahang. This
36-year-old | awyer al so knows that he has an unenvi abl e t ask.

H's priority is to get things organi sed and his experience as secretary
of Mentakab Umo and the BN between 1998 and 2001 will come in handy.

Ismail was very nmuch in the picture during the Sanggang by-el ection in
April, 2000 which saw how Pas, buoyed by their achi evenent in the 1999
general election, nmade a strong bid for the seat.

The by-election was called followi ng the death of the incunbent Datuk
Abdul | ah Ki a. The Ment akab divi si on even proposed his nanme anong potenti al
candi dates before the | eadershi p deci ded on Redzwan Harun, who | ater
def eat ed Dat uk Hi shanuddi n Yahya in the straight fight.

"As long as we remai n focused, there should be no problem" said the
Ment akab Umo chi ef who succeeded Mohd Sharkar Shansuddi n who was el ect ed
the division's deputy chief.

Ismail said the social structure in Pahang was quite conpl exed as the
peopl e conprised residents of traditional villages, Felda settlenents,
fishing villages and urban areas.

He estimated that only 40 per cent of Felda conmunity in the State were
Governnent supporters while the rest were with the Opposition, either as
menbers or synpat hi sers.

"This, we have to overcome fast before the situation worsens. Umo has
to focus on Malay-majority areas because they are the target of the
Opposi tion.

"I'n Felda settlenents, the needs of the second generati on have to be
| ooked into. Many have | ost their sense of directioninlife. W will go
to this group and ensure that their interest will be protected.”

Ismail said the State Umo Youth, during its first nmeeting on July 27,
had forned the Fel da and Rural Devel opnent Affairs.

"W want themto feel our presence. W will organise activities and
programes so that their free tinme will be occupied. W want to
di sassoci ate Felda youths with social ills like illegal racing and drug
abuse, " he said.

Anot her major project that Ismail has initiated is the Angkatan Mida
Dakwah, in which three youth nenbers fromeach of the Umo branches in the
State will be grooned to be "imam nuda"

"W will have 2,000 nenbers who will be in the forefront during
religious activities. They will lead the "tahlil" prayers and peform
"mandi jenazah" (religious rituals for the dead)," he said.

He said Umo was not short of menbers who were know edgeable in | slam



so these tasks should not be left to others to nonopoli se.

"W should not turn down requests to | ead the congregations during
prayers.

"Through this, we will be very nmuch involved in the religious affairs of
villagers. Not only will they be involved in welfare activities, they wll
al so make the people aware of the political game that Pas is playing," he
sai d.

Ismai|l said the people nust be nade aware that Umo too was conmitted in
its struggle for Islam

"As the group which will inherit the | eadership, I want to nake sure
that Umo Youth nenmbers are know edgeable in true teachings Islant.

Ismail added that the State Umo Youth would strive to fulfil the hope
of party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that the novenent
remai ned as the party's backbone.

"Efforts are being nade to recruit new nenbers, register themas voters
and al so open our operation roons for nenbers to carry out their
activities," he said.
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