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BRAI N- STORM NG SESSI ON FOR PLANNERS, SAYS LAW

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernama) -- A brain-stormng session will be
hel d soon anong relevant parties to find out ways to prevent hill-cutting
for devel opnent purposes, Science, Technol ogy and Environment M nister
Datuk Seri Law H eng Ding said today

Law said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir recently expressed
concern once again for such activities and the mnistry was aware and
supported the idea.

At present, developers had the tendency to flatten hilly areas for
devel opnent purposes, he told reporters after w tnessing the signing of a
Menor andum of Under st andi ng (MoU) between the Mal aysian Centre for Renote
Sensing (Macres) and the Penisul ar Ml aysia Forestry Departnent (JPSM
here.

"It's not a good practice because it spoils the | andscape and beauty of
an area. At the end...the buyers have to pay nore to purchase such
properities,” he said.

Law said the brain-storm ng session would invol ve town planners,
architects, engineers and devel opers’' associations and revelant mnistries.

On the MbU, he said Macres and JPSM woul d work together on forest
mappi ng, road track |ogging and tree mapping using sensing renote via
satellite in an effort to proper managed forestry.

Law al so said Macres woul d provide the technol ogy on specific areas in
order to have an organi sed planning in Ml aysian forestry.

He said Macres' effort would be nmuch easier when the satellite ground
receiving station in Tenerloh, Pahang was conpleted and fully operationa
next year.

At the nmoment Macres obtained data and satellite pictures from Thail and
and it was time consuming as it depended on the priority of the ground
station in that country.

Law said the Tenerl oh station woul d be able to cover 2,500kmin radius
i ncluding South East Asia, Sri Lanka and part of China and India.

Meanwhi | e, JPSM Director-General Datuk Zul Mikhshar Datuk Mbhd Shaari
said with the MoU, JPSM woul d be able to save tine and noney on forest
mappi ng but al so detect illegal |ogging.

"Satellite pictures would be able to hel p us manage the forest in a
nor e organi sed nmanner and to prevent destruction of tree species when road
| oggi ng tracks are done in an area," he said.

Zul Mukhshar signed the MU on behal f of JPSM whil e Macres was
represented by its director N k Nasruddi n Mahnood.

Macres was officially established in August 1988 and becane fully
operational in January 1990.

It's objective is to devel op space renote sensing and rel at ed
technol ogies and to operationalise its application for the country's
resource, environmental managenent and strategic planning.
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