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Br eedi ng | sl ami ¢ dynam sm

PERHAPS it woul d be premature to expect the Federation of the Universities
of the Islamic Wrld to be the seedbed of dynamic Islamc intellectualism

We note that although it was conceived in 1987, it was only recently
that the FU Whas drawn up a proper charter with the acconpanying rul es,
regul ati ons and statutes to govern itself. W do not deny that the absence
or lack of a proper organi sational structure is not necessarily an
obstacle to success or progress. Then again, it seens that structura
pl anni ng, strategic thinking, efficacy and speed are not anobng the
strengths of the contenporary Islanmc world.

The harsh truth is that several organisations set up for the advancenent
of Islamhave produced little progress and success. Sone are tal k-shops,
sone have agendas that are |ong on hype and short on substance and sone
are engul fed by an obsession with petty issues. These may wel |l be |inked
to the failure of Muslins in seeing the faith beyond ritualistic terns, a
factor that explains their indifference to worldly know edge and defeati st
attitude towards material devel opnent and progress.

In many ways, Muslins tend to possess enotive faith rather than
intellectual faith. Although the Quran and Sunnah are the repository of
know edge, nost see themas personal pietistic texts. Collective cognitive
efforts in translating the vision of the Quranic weltanschauung into
contenporary and naterial terms do not seem enough. Nor have cries for
intellectual jihad produced a sense of urgency with which Muslinms should
be tackling their state of underdevel opnent.

The umah appears to be enervated by the |ack of effective Islamc
t hi nki ng and schol arshi p and substitution of cliche-nongering for
substantial intellectual endeavour.

As observed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the
of ficial opening of the International Islamc University Ml aysia and
second general conference of the FUW "the Miuslimcountries m ssed the
i ndustrial revolution conpletely. Nowwe are likely to mss the
i nformati on age and the concom tant gl obalisation also. W are sinply not
prepared for these radical changes in technol ogy and the rel ati on between
nati ons".

So too it needs to be told that "there appears to be no possibility that
a Muslimcountry would emerge as a world power in the foreseeable future,
no matter how big they are". This should be a wake-up call for the unmah
to engage thenselves in an intellectual jihad. Unity is essential but
again, this is also | acking. Differences of opinion should be subsuned in
the larger interest of the unmah.

That said, there is good reason in investing in institutions that can
enhance Islanmic intellectual productivity. The IIUMis an exanpl e of how
i sl am sation of know edge can produce graduates who do not turn their back
agai nst the world on account of religion, but instead engage thensel ves
vigorously with the world to fulfil the believer's role as khalifatullah
or God's vicegerents.

By all means, the FU Wshoul d be seen as an unbrella organi sation for
al | uphol ders of Islamc |earning who nmust bear the primary responsibility
of islam sing the so-called secul ar know edge through creative,
intellectual endeavours. Its potential is i mense. Wiich is why we fee
|l et down by its previous |ack of vigour.
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