06/ 12/ 2001

British DPMto neet Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - International efforts to conbat terrorismand a new
round of World Trade Organi sation tal ks are anong the topics that will be
di scussed when British Deputy Prime Mnister John Prescott calls on Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Fri day.

Prescott will arrive here tonorrow for a three-day official visit, to
enhance the al ready excellent relations between Ml aysia and Britain.

Besides the Prine Mnister, Prescott will also neet Deputy Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and Sci ence, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Law H eng Ding on Friday.

"At the neetings, the British Deputy Prine Mnister is expected to talk
about the current world situation and maj or issues such as the United
States-1ed attacks in Afghani stan," said new y-appointed British H gh
Commi ssi oner to Mal aysia Bruce Cleghornin an intervieww th New Straits
Ti nes.

Prescott will discuss the global environnent issues when he neets Law.

"The nmeeting is tinely as the World Summit on Sustai nabl e Envi ronnent
will be held in Johannesburg next year," C eghorn said.

He said Prescott would al so di scuss ways to i nprove bilateral relations
between the two coutries, in every sector, including socio-economnics.

Cleghorn said bilatarel trade relation between Britain and Mal aysi a was
hol di ng up well despite the recent gl obal recession.

"The two-way trade has been on the increase despite the recession, with
the trade bal ance in favour of Ml aysia," he said.
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