18 OCT 2001

BUDGET: DR MAHATH R OVERSEES LAST M NUTE PREPARATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght went to the Finance Mnistry to oversee |last mnute
preparations for tonmorrow s tabling of the Budget 2002 in Parlianent.

Acconpani ed by two deputy finance mnisters Datuk Dr Shafie Salleh and
Dat uk Chan Kong Choy, Dr Mahathir visited the printing and speech drafting
sections of the mnistry.

Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali, Finance
Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary Hashimlsmail and ministry's
secretary-general Tan Sri Dr Sanmsuddin Hitam were al so present.

The Prime Mnister arrived at 9pm and stayed for about an hour.

A mnistry staff said 1,700 copi es of the budget had been printed for
di stribution tonorrow

Dr Mahathir will table the budget at 4pm
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