02/ 11/ 2001
Budget cheer for young people

Ri na Omar

BUDGET 2002 was announced by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
recently. So what, you say. Isn't it something only our parents woul d be
interested in?

Wong. You' d be surprised at how nuch has been allocated for youths.

Take a | ook at the breakdown of what the Budget has in store for you.

* RMB1.8 mllion has been allocated for the Rakan Muda progranme, which
will continue with renewed features as part of the national agenda for
yout h devel opnent .

It is expected that 3.5 million youths will participate in 35,250
activities at national, State and district |evels.

Sport and recreational activities will be given nore focus, and include
extrene and notor sports.

* Inline with the national information and conmmuni cations technol ogy
agenda to create a know edgeabl e, infornmed and | CT-savvy society, RWM05.5
m llion has been allocated for the conmputerisation of schools, as well as
RW72.3 million for smart school s.

* RMBOO million is provided for primary and secondary schools in rura
areas to aid rural education devel opnent, as well as RVM205.5 million for
computer | abs and other facilities in rural schools. A sumof RMLOO
m | 1ion has been provided for six new nmatricul ati on coll eges.

* Education facilities in Sabah and Sarawak will get a boost of RML80
mllion for the provision of potable water and electricity supply in
school s, as well as upgradi ng and construction of teachers' houses.

* RML14.1 million is allocated for the devel opnment of Orang Asli, which
i ncludes efforts to reduce school dropouts through the M nd Devel opnent
Programe, and the strengthening of the Pre-School Education Programre for
the children.

* Students with hearing disabilities in institutions of higher |earning
will be able to have free education, food and | odging, as well as a
mont hly al | owance of RvVB00. A total of RW03, 000 has been all ocated for
112 students next year

* Private institutions of higher learning will be granted exenptions on
i mport duty, excise duty and sales tax for purchases of educati onal
equi prrent, which includes | aboratory fittings, workshops, studios and
| anguage | abs. This is al so extended to private | anguage institutions.

*RMr.7 mllion is provided for the National Social Service Progranme
under the Mnistry of Youth and Sports to combat social ills anbng yout hs,
especi al |l y hi gh-school | eavers.

* More good news. Ciggie prices are up by 20 per cent. You know how bad
those fags are; maybe now you snokers will be notivated to kick the habit.
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