13 NOv 2001
ORANG ASLI - BUNGALONG
BUKI T LANJAN ORANG ASLI RECElI VE KEYS TO BUNGALONG

PETALI NG JAYA, Nov 13 (Bernamm) -- Ten representatives fromthe Bukit
Lanjan Orang Asli community will receive keys to their bungal ows from Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad here on Friday, it was announced
t oday.

A total of 134 headnmen who had signed a settlenment agreement wth
property devel oper Saujana Triangle Sdn Bhd woul d receive keys to their
bungal ows on Saturday, said Wan Rashidi \Wan | brahim manager of Orang Asli
devel opnent affairs in the conpany.

The nmove woul d not only nmake the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli as owning the
nost expensive properties anong the Orang Asli in the country but al so
represented a smart partnerhip between the community and the private sector
so that the conmunity would not be left out of the mainstream of
devel opnent.

Only 13 out of 147 headnmen who qualified for the bungal ows had declined
to sign the agreenent with Saujana Triangl e because they were not satisfied
wi th their conpensation, he said.

These people also wanted to be conmpensated for "their" |and but what
they were conpensated for was for their trees and crops at Bukit Lanjan
whi ch had been earmarked for housi ng devel opment by Sauj ana Triangl e.

Wan Rashidi said those who had rejected the conpensati on package
consi sted of six Orang Asli fromoutside the area but had built houses at
Bukit Lanjan while seven others were original settlers.

He said 141 of the 147 bungal ows had al ready been built.

Saujana Triangle is a subsidiary of MK Land Hol di ngs Bhd. It received
the rights to the Orang Asli reserve |land at Bukit Lanjan neasuring 641.1
acres fromthe Sel angor state government in March 1995 for RW1.8 mllion.

O that anpbunt, RMB0.9 million allocated by the Sel angor state
government had been set aside for building houses and infrastructure at the
Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli settlenment and RW.9 mllion was for an education
fund for their children.

To date, RVM39.2 mllion or 64 percent fromthe total allocation had
been used for various purposes |ike buying 147 bungal ows (RML5.97 ml1lion)
from Sauj ana Triangl e, conmpensation for trees and crops (RMVB.568 mllion)
and investnments in Amanah Saham Bumi putra (RM6.03 million), said Wan
Rashi di .

Orang Asli living at Bukit Lanjan who had been categorised under G oup
A will receve the highest amount of conpensation anounting to RML. 085
mllion while the lowest will receive RV690, 950.

Conmpensaiton is in the formof bungal ows, terrace houses, apartnents,
Amanah Saham Bumi put era i nvestnments and cash.

Wan Rashidi said what had been received was in accordance with the
deci sion of the Bukit Lanjan Village Devel opment Conmittee and the Bukit
Lanjan Orang Asli custons body.

To prevent Orang Asli from being exploited, he said they would not be
allowed to sell their houses to outsiders, he said. -- BERNAMA
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