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Bum quota can be exceeded if there are nore high-achievers

KUALA LUVPUR, Sun. - The nunber of Bum putera students in public
uni versities and col | eges can exceed the present quota of 55 per cent if
they get better results, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad
sai d today.

He said if nore Bum putera students had good results, then the quota
woul d not be necessary.

"Why nmust we limt ourselves to 55 per cent? If we have better results
t han ot hers, why nust the Government stop us fromentering university? W
want such good results that 55 per cent would not be enough to neet our
needs. "

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to students at the Synposiumon Reaffirmng the
| deal i sm of Undergraduates in the New M| I enniumat Universiti Ml aya.

He said that to achi eve the 55 per cent quota for Bum putera students,
the Governnment had to reduce the requirenents for themto gain adm ssion

"If we had used neritocracy to gain entry, they would only nunber
between 20 and 25 per cent. That neans the bal ance 30 per cent who gai ned
entry woul d be due to special provisions made by the Governnent by
|l owering the entry requirenments so that they can fill up the quota of 55
per cent.

"Some ask to raise the quota. Howto raise it wthout reducing the entry
requi rements? This surely does not guarantee success for us. W will
al ways depend on i hsan (benevol ence) for our education."

The Prime M nister said Bumi puteras nmust nake greater efforts to gain
know edge and produce good results to be on par with the ot her races.

"The new approach is to ask yourself what you can do to succeed.

When each Mal ay does that, his country and religion and Mal ay society
and race will al so succeed."

( END)
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