16/ 10/ 2001

Bush envoy all ays concerns over US-Ml aysia trade ties

A TOP envoy of President George W Bush has all ayed concerns over US-

Mal aysia trade ties following Malaysia's critisismover the mlitary
attacks on Afghani stan, saying that the countries' bilateral trade remains
i ntact.

"The answer is no. Qur trade ties are based on cl ose econonic
relationships,” visiting US trade representative Robert B. Zoellick said,
when asked whet her Mal aysia's opposition to the US-1ed attacks woul d
j eopardi se trade ties between the two countries.

Mal aysi a condemrmed the attacks on New York's World Trade Center and the
Pent agon i n WAashi ngton on Sept 11 but criticised retaliation against
Af ghani st an

"I don't believe it's going to be jeopardi sed. |I'mhere because Ml aysi a
is an inportant trade partner (for the US)," Zoellick told a Press
conference in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

He pointed out that the United States annual trade with Ml aysi a was
val ued at about US$38 billion (RML44 billion) and that the world's |argest
econony i s Mal aysia's nunber one foreign investor.

Zoel l'ick, who was on his way to the Asia-Pacific Econom c Co-operation
summ t in Shanghai, had earlier met with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad, |nternational Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar.

Zoellick said he told Dr Mahathir that the United States was grateful
for Mal aysia's support against terrorismdespite internal chall enges.

"We understand that the Governnment of Mal aysia faces tensions. There is
no doubt there are problens Dr Mahathir has to manage. The support we have
received in a nunber of areas, if anything, strengthens the ties between
the two nations.

"(Hence), | don't see anything that would affect our rel ationship. As
for the differences in view, these are understandable."”

He said Dr Mahathir and Bush would neet on the sidelines of this
weekend' s Apec summit to discuss the attacks as well as other issues.

Zoellick said he told Dr Mahathir that the United States' fight was
agai nst terror and not a war against Islam and noted that the Prine
M ni ster has been synpathetic to the United States on the attacks on the
US.

"President Bush has expl ai ned about the issue we have and why we are
going to war against terror with other countri es.

Zoellick said he was satisfied with the neetings with Dr Mahathir and
ot her Mal aysi an | eaders.
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