24/ 10/ 2001
Bush finds in Dr M very good sense of hunour'

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - The Wite House has described Saturday's neeting
bet ween Presi dent George W Bush and Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in
Shanghai as very warm wi th Bush finding the Prime Mnister as a person
with a "very good sense of hunour”.

A VWite House senior official said the two | eaders al so got al ong well
"after having devel oped a feeling of being able to comuni cate with each
ot her."

The official said this in a Press briefing on Bush's neetings with Dr
Mahat hir and Japanese Prinme M nister Junichiro Koizum on the sidelines of
t he just-concluded Apec neeting i n Shanghai.

The transcript of the briefing, held at the Portman Ritz-Carlton in
Shanghai on Saturday, was rel eased here today by the US State Departnent
t hrough the US Enbassy.

The official said the neeting between Bush and Dr Mahathir was cordia
where both | eaders discussed i deas which they had forwarded in their
recent correspondence.

"They had one phone call, exchange of letters and this neeting, and
think they've devel oped a feeling of being able to conmuni cate with each
ot her, which was a very good neeting.

"Prime Mnister (Dr) Mahathir has a very good sense of hunour, which the
Presi dent appreciated and | think they got along well," he said.

During the neeting, both | eaders shared their ideas on the best possible
way to check terrorismfollowi ng the Sept 11 attacks on the Wrld Trade
Center and the Pentagon in the US.

"The President expressed appreciation for the letter earlier this nonth
and they di scussed how both Muslinms and the Americans share comon val ues
of freedom love of religion and famly," the official said.

Dr Mahathir, the official said, told Bush that Muslinms never engaged in
"terrible things", but there were a fewwith extrene views who had deci ded
to take action which was totally unacceptabl e.

The White House al so expressed appreciation to Malaysia for its
willingness to share information and for extending all other necessary
support to hel p Washi ngton conbat terrorism "Ml aysia is being
supportive. The President expressed appreciation for support, of what
Mal aysi a has done in information-sharing and ot her areas of support,” the
of ficial said.

Asked whet her Bush and Dr Mahat hir di scussed the possibility of an
Islami ¢ force noving into Afghani stan, the official said there was no such
di scussi on. He was al so asked whet her both Bush and Dr Mhat hir had
di scussed the mlitary canpaign i n Afghanistan and on the Prine Mnister's
remarks that there would never be a total resolution of the terrorism
problemuntil there was a solution to the Mddle East conflict.

To this, the official said: "Wll, the Prine Mnister did nmention that
he believed the resolution of the conflict in the Mddle East woul d be
important in resolving terrorismover the long term™

The official said Bush had generally said that the US woul d conti nue
with the canpaign in Afghanistan and that it had no intention of targeting
or causing civilian casualties.

He said Bush was sorry for the civilian casualties and that every step
woul d be taken to prevent this fromoccurring.

The official said Dr Mahathir al so shared Mal aysia' s experience in



dealing with the comuni st insurgency over a 42-year period and nore
recently with an Islamic mlitant group conprising Ml aysi an Muslins.

Asked to el aborate on this, the official said Dr Mahathir said one of
the things the Mal aysi an Governnment had had to do to tackl e the communi st
i nsurgency was to go to the region to find out the needs of the people.

To whet her Bush had requested both Dr Mahathir and Koi zumi to take extra
measures to freeze the assets of the al Qaeda novenent, the official said
this was not specifically done. "(However) Both countries have taken steps
in that direction."

The official said Bush and Dr Mahathir had al so di scussed | ndonesi a and
gave their support to the | eadership of President Megawati Sukarnoputri .
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